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No- 1 

GOVERNMENT OF MYSORE, 
Lioiatamt Dki'artm *nt. 

REGULATION No. II OP 1901. 
{Passed on the 8tb day op April 1901.) 

A Regulation to prevent the indiscriminate 
destruction of Wild Animals and Birds, 
and to provide for the protection of 
Game and Fish in My sow. 

Whoreaa it is expedient to prevent 
i, the i nd i scr iminato 

r * amje ' destruction of wild 

animals and birds, nnd to provide generally 
for the protection of game and fish in 
Mysore ; Her Highness tho Maharani-Be- 
gent is pleased to enact as follows:— 

1. (1) This Regulation may be 

called tho “My a ora 

Short talk. Qlime ftod Fi / k pre . 

nervation Regulation, 1901." 

(2) It shall extend to such local 

. , . areas a 3 may from 

time to time be speci¬ 
fied by Government 
by notification in the Official Gazette. 

(3) And it shall come into Force 
*t tho end of six months from tho date of 
its publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. In this Regulation .“Game” means 
antelope, ibex, jungle- 
alicup, sainbhar and 

all other descriptions of deer, bison, hares, 
jungle-fowl, spur-fowl, poa-fowl, partridge, 
grouse, quail, wood-cock, bustard, floricau, 
duck and teal, and shall include such other 
animals and birds os the Government of 
Mysore may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, declare to be Game. 

3. The Government of Mysore may 

from time to time, by 
ib-I.U proloclm. „ olifioatio „ i„ the 
01 piuUcuUr ciaosos in „ 

olbar than •• Gama.' O®” 1 ” 1 0"““'. F°' 
hibit absolutely the 
killing or oapturo of any spocified kinds of 


*' Game' 1 dofinod. 
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animal9 or birds, the killing or capture of 
which the Government may consider un¬ 
sportsmanlike or otherwise inexpedient, 
provided that such animals or birds do not 
come under the definition of “ Game” for 
tho time being iu force. 


4. Whenever the Government of My- 
, . . , . sore has reason to be- 

Limited protection at ,■ . ■ 

partievUi cUwes killed ll0 , vc that any parfci- 
for commercial pur- Cular kinds of wild 
pesei- animals or birds, 

whether included in the definition of 
u Game" or not, are being largely destroy¬ 
ed for the sake of their skins, horns or 
plumage for commercial or other purposes, 
it may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, 


(d) prohibit the killing or espturo 
of such particular kinds except 
under and in accordance with the 
conditions of a license, granted by 
such officer and id such form na 
the Government may prescribe 
in this behalf, and 


(6) prohibit the killing or capture 
of such particular kinds eithor 
during a defined period of time, 
or within a dofined area or both. 

5. (1) The Government of Mysoro 
_ ... .... may from time to 

rgn a i«> o a mg. J,y notification 

in tho Official Gazette, make rules for the 
regulation and control of fishing in any 
stream or lake, and may, from time to 
time, amend or cancel any rule so made. 

12) Rules under this Bectioa may, 
among other matters, prohibit tho poison¬ 
ing of the water of any stream or lake, 
and prohibit or regulate the placing or 
throwing of any explosive or deleterious 
substance therein, and the use, for tho 
capture of fish, of fixed engines and nets of 
a mesh below a certain size. 


Clmo ne&syn and pm- 
LacI ion of game and Bah. 


The Government of Mysore may 
from time to time, by 
notification in the 
Official Gazette, 

(1) fix a season ur seasons in every 
year during which it shall not be 
lawful for any person within any 
specified local area to kill or cap¬ 
ture, or attempt tokill or capture, 
game or fish of any specifiod 
kind; 


(2) prohibit altogether, for any 
period not exceeding five years, 
within any specifiod local area, 
the killing or capture of game or 
fish of any specified kind ; 
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{3) prohibit absolutely the killin'! 
or capture of the mature females 
or iinninturo males or females of 
any specified kimls of game, or 
the taking out or destruction of 
the eggs of game birds ; 

{4) prohibit or regulate the setting 
of nets, mares, traps. or spring- 
guns, the laying of poison or 
poisonous ingredients or prepara¬ 
tions, or the digging of pits, to 
entrap or kill game or any speci- 
fiod kinds of game ; 

<5) regulate or prohibit, except 
under, and in accordance with the 
conditions of a license granted us 
provided by rules to be framed 
by the Government, the capture 
and killing oE gnrae or of any 
specified kinds of game ; 
and may, from time to time, amend 
or cancel .such notification. 

Provided that no such notification 
shall have effect until one month from tho 
date of its first publication in the Official 
Gazette. 


7. The Governmont of Mysore may 

_ , , .,, , from time to time, by 

Rules about ihe sale 

«f game aid fish. notification in tho 

Official Gazette, make 
rules regulating the sale of game and fish 
within any specified local area. 


8. Any person who wilfully kills, 
captures or sells, or 
Poraltj for certain attempts to kill, CU!*- 

ture or sell, any 
animal, bird, game or fish, or does any 
other act, in contravention of this Hegula- 
tion or of any rules or notification under 
this Regulation, or in contravention of any 
condition contained in a license granted 
ur.dor this Regulation or under the rules 
made thereunder, shall be liable on con* 
viction to fine not exceeding one hundred 


rupees. 

9, When any person is convicted of 
an offenoe punishablo 
Disposal of killed or under this Regulation, 
apLuiul «• •rluh. tho convicting Court 

or weapons, ic, boioiig- _, ,_■ , _ __ 

ing io the oftenJer com* ° r Magistrate may 
viciod under Section t). direct that the whole 


or any portion of any 
animal, bird.gameor fish, killed or captured 
by such person and of all weapons, imple¬ 
ments and dogs used in and for the purpose 
of aiding the commission of such offence, 
shall be confiscated, and any license granted 
under this Regulation to such person may bo 
cancelled by the officer who granted such 
license. 
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10. Subject to such rules us the 

_ . , , Government of Aly- 

Pces, Ac, real- , . J 

i,«d u.d.r »™ m »y f '' om Um ° 

to time ]>rcscribc, till 
fees and fines levied, and sums realized by 
the sale of property confiscated under this 
Regulation, shall be paid into tbe public 
treasury. But tbe convicting Court or 
_ . . . , Magistrate mav 

Kewftrda to laforinanta. n . J 

award to any per¬ 
son or persons on whose information the 
conviction was obtained, the whole or any 
portion of any fino imposed or of any sum 
realized os aforesaid. 

11. Any Forest Officer and any 
Powtr to Poreit and other Officer or per- 

oth«r Officer* io make aon empowered in 

amwtaof offr-jdoni ud- thja behaJ f by tbo 
der ihia ReiruiaLian. r . , ; ,, 

5 Government or My¬ 

sore or by a subordinate Revenue authority 
to which the Government may have dele¬ 
gated its authority for the purpose, may 
arrest without a warrant any person who 
commits in his view any offence punishable 
under this Regulation or the rules bliero- 
undor, and who, on demand, refuses to give 
his name and address or givos a name and 
address which there is reason to believe is 
fidse. 

12. Nothing in this Regulation shall 

be deemed to prevent 
*“ p lon any owner or occupier 

of land from killing, capturing or pursuing 
game doing damage to any crop growing 
thereon, so far as tho same may be nccos- 
sury for the protection oF tho crop. 


No. 2 

Not if at Hon by the Goinrnment of Mysore, 
Legislative Department, No. 133ID— 
Legit. 93, dated 9 tk April 1901. 

The following draft of rules proposed 
to bo issued under the Mysore Game and 
Fish Preservation Regulation, II of 1901, 
is published for general information. The 
same will be taken up at the end of threo 
months from this date; and all suggestions 
and criticisms received within this period 
will be duly considered :— 

Draft Rulet under ReguUtion II of 1901. 
The following Rulos are prescribed by 
tho Government ol Mysore in cxereiso of 
the powors conforrod by tbe Mysore Game 
and Fish Preservation Regulation, 1901. 

These Rules shall come into force on.. 

.... .but tho provisions regarding 

licenses shall not apply to Stato Forests 
and Plantations. 
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1. The killing of monkeys, Brahman 
kites, parrots,' ami birds of song, is abso¬ 
lutely prohibited. 

2. Except with Hid special permission 
of the Government, it shall not be lawful 
to kill pea-fowl or jungle-fowl in any part 
of Mysore for a period of five years from 
the coming of these Eules into force. 

3. Fish in perennial streams or lakes 
(i c., tanks) shall not bo caught or destroy¬ 
ed during the spawning Benson, i. e., from 
the 1st January to the 1st June, both days 
inclusive, in any year. 

4. The doing of any of the following 
acta in respect of any stream or lake, with 
a vieV to the capture or destruction of fish, 
namely,—the poisoning of water, the 
placing or throwing of dynamite or other 
explosive or deleterious substanco in water, 
the sotting of fixed engines, and the use of 
sets having a mesh below, an inch and a 
half,—ie forbidden. 

5. Deputy Commissioners are autho¬ 
rised to declare, from time to time, by 
notification in Part II of tie My tore 
Gazette, all or any streams or lakes op any 
portion of the same to bo closed against 
fishing during any year or pari of a year, 
and, in like manner, to prohibit for like 
periods the capture or destruction of any 
particular Bpecics of fish therein. 

6 . It shall not be lawful for any per¬ 
son to shoot at and kill— 

(«) hares or any description of 
feathered game between the 1st 
of March and the 1st of Septem¬ 
ber, both days inclusive, or 
(b) game of any other description 
between the I5th of June and the 
15th of November, both days 
inclusive,— 
in any year. 

7. No person shall shoot at and kill, 
or attempt bo to do, the females whether 
mature or otherwiao, or the. immature 
males of bison, sambhar, antelope, ibex, 
or any variety of deer at any time of the 
year, or any mature male sarabbar or spot¬ 
ted deer if it is hornless or if its horns aro 
in velvet 

9. Except to tho extent permitted 
under Section 12 of the Regulation, no 
person shall shoot at and kill game, or 
attempt so to do, without a license in the 
form appended to these Rules, to be obtain¬ 
ed from the District Magistrate on payment 
of a fee of 10 rupees. The District Magis¬ 
trate shall be at liberty either to grant or 
to refuse to grant a license ; or, if satisfied 
that the conditious of a license have not 
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been complied with, to withdraw or cancel 
the same at any time. 

9. A license granted under the pre¬ 
ceding Rule shall cover only the individual 
in whose name it was issued, and shall not 
he transferable to any other person. It 
shall be available only till the expiration of 
the Revenue year for which it was granted , 
but it may bo renewed, previous to such 
expiration, on payment of a second fee. 
Such license shall, on payment, of a further 
fee of 2 f > rupees, and on counter-signature 
by the Secretary to the Government of 
Mysore in the General Department or 
other Officer authorised in this regard by 
the Government, be valid for all the dis¬ 
tricts in Mysore. 

10. Any person holding a license or 
acting under a license granted as aforesaid 
shall be bound to produce the same when 
called upon to do so by any Magistrate or 
by any Police Officer of or above the rank 
of an Officer in charge of a Police Station. 

11. During the close season pre¬ 
scribed in these Rules, no person shall sell 
or expose for sale any kind of game, or any 
kind of fish in the neighbourhood of a 
perennial stream or lake. 

12. Deputy Commissioners arc autho¬ 
rised to prohibit the sale of fish in the 
neighbourhood of any stream or lake or 
portion thereof closed against fishing under 
Rule 5, or the aalo in such neighbourhood 
of any species of fish of which the capture 
or killing may have been prohibited under 
that Rule, unless it can be shown that the 
fieb sold or attempted to bo sold was caught 
from some place where its capture was not 
unlawful. 

13. All Foreat Officers including 
watchers, all Police Officers including con¬ 
stables, and all Officers of the Revenue 
Department (including Land Revenue, 
Excise, Sayer, &c.) of or above the rank 
of Patel or Shanbog, are empowered to 
exerciBe the power to arrest offenders 
under the circumstances referred to in Sec¬ 
tion 11 of tho Regulation. 























1901. These Rnlcs shall come into force 

on.; but the provisions 

regarding licenses shall not apply to Stale 
Forests or to Forests specialty protected 
undo Section 35 of Ikv Mysore Forest Regn~ 
lotion. 

Itule C. Jt shall not be lawful for any 
person to capture, shoot at or kill, o> attempt 

so to do— 

(a) hares or any description of foa- 
thered game between the 1st of 
March ami the 1st of September 
both days inclusive, or 
(0) game of any other description 
between the 15lli of June ami 
the 16th of November, both 
days inclusive,— 

in any ycor. 

Rule 7. No person shall capture, shoot 
at or kill, or attempt so to do, the females 
whether mature or otherwise, or tlio ini-, 
mature maleSj of bison, samblmr, nnlolopo, 
ibex, or any variety of deer at any time of 
the year, or any mature male sauibhar or 
spotted door if it is-hornless or if its horns 
are in velvet. 

Rule 8. Except to tlio extent permit¬ 
ted andur Section 12 of the Regulation, no , 
person shall capture, shoot at or kill game, 
or attempt so to do, without a liconso iu 
the form appended to these Rules, to be 
obtained from the District Magistrate on 

R ay men t of a fee of 10 rupees. The District 
Fagistrate eholl be at liberty eithor to 
grant or to refuse to grant a license ; or, if 
satisfied that the conditions of a liccnso 
liavo not been complied with, to withdraw 
or cancel the same at any time. 

Rule 13. All Forest Officers including 
Forest guards, all Police Officers including 
constables, and all Officers of the Revenue 
Department (including Land Revenue, 
Excise, Sayer, <tc.) of or above the rank of 
Patel or Shanbog, are empowered to 
exercise the power to arrest offenders under 
the circumstances referred to in Section l L 
of the Regulation. 

Form of License. 

This liconso is not tnui6fcrablo. It is 
not available as regards State Forcsta or 
Forests specially protected under Section 35 
of the Mysore Forest Regulation. It must 
lxs shown on demand to any Magistrate or 
to any Police Officer of or above the rank 
of an officer in charge of a Police Station. 
(See covering Idler.) 


No. 4. 

Letter No. 807, dated Ran galore, lBtfc May 
1901, from the Superintendent, Revenue 
Survey, to the Secretary to Government 
of Mysore, General and Revenue 
Departments. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of copy of Rules proposed to be 
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issued under the Mysore Game and Fish 
Preservation Regulation, II of 1901, for¬ 
warded for suggestions and criticism 
with your letter No. 13777—Lcgis. 100, 
dated loth April 1901. 

2 . I am much puzzled by the pre¬ 
amble to the proposed Utiles which lays 
down that the "provisions regarding 
licenses shall not apply to Stale Forests 
and Plantations, ” and by the form of 
license proposed which lays down that '* it 
(the license) is not available as regards 
State Forests and Plantations." This 
must mean one or other of two things, 
either tl) that to shoot in State Forests 
and Plantations do license is necessary or 
(2) that no shooting at all will be allowed 
In State Forests nnd Plantations. 

3. As regards the first proposition 
it would clearly he absurd and opposed to 
proposed Rule 8, to permit shooting with¬ 
out a license, simply because the Forest 
authorities may have given some person 
permission to shoot. 

4. As regards tho second proposition 
it surely cannot he in contemplation to 
entirely forbid shooting in State Forests. 
In the Nilgiris, reserved and rented 
forests, fuel and fodder reserves, etc., all 
come within the limits regulated by rules 
under sections 21 and 26 of the Madras 
Forest Act, and a license to hunt and 
ahooL requires a fee of Rs. 30. The State 
Forests of Mysore represent tho best shoot¬ 
ing grounds and arc at the same time the 
best refuge for persecuted game; but shoot¬ 
ing within them, when subservient to 
Forest Rulee and restrictions, and re¬ 
gulated-fry the Regulation and the Rules 
under it, would do no harm. The license 
should not per ne convey any right to 
shoot in State Forests, but if shoo Ling and 
hunting are permitted in those Forests the 
taking out of a license should be imper¬ 
ative. 

5. The license of Rs. 30, valid for 
all the districts in Mysore, contemplated 
by Rule 9, would be taken out only by 
sportsmen either local or visitiDg the 
Province. If entirely debarred from 
shooting in State Forests it would not be 
worth any person’s while to take out such 
a license but any one would take out a 
license if be knew that it was subservient 
only to the really necessary rules and 
restrictions of the Forest Department. 
Bona fide sportsmen are the least prone 
of all people to indulge in indiscriminate 
destruction of wild animals and birds but, 
when permitted by the Forest Depart¬ 
ment to shoot in State Forests, they should 
not only be under all the provisions of tlio 
Regulation but should pay for a license. 
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G. I now offer a few remarks on tho 
•proposed Rules. 

Rule 2. I question whether it would 
not be better to confine the operation of 
this Buie to pea-Aoi# and jungle-Aeres. 
The cock birds might be Shot, excepting 
during the close season. I would add 
*• »Vo pri son shall take the eggs of pea-hats 
or jungle-hens at any time throughout the 
year " 

Rule 3. Omit " perennial streams or 
lakes" The fixing of the spawning season 
is sufficient. 

Rule S. Might 1)0 dispensed with as 
Section 6 of the Regulation is sufficient. 

Hide ti. For “elioot at or kill " sub¬ 
stitute “ shoot at, ico tin d, kill or capture A' 

Rule 7. For “ shoot at and kill ” sub¬ 
stitute "pursue, shoot at wound or kill" 
and omit " or attempt to do so." 

Rules 8 and 9 are satisfactory. 

Rule 10. It is a question whether the 
right of calling for production of licenses 
should not be given to patcls and shan- 
bogs Under Rule 13 those officers are 
empowered to exorcise the power to arrest 
offenders under the circumstances refer¬ 
red to in Section 11, and of tho offences 
therein alluded to the shooting without a 
license is one. 

Rule 1 3. I should like to see ser¬ 
vants oE “ Game Associations,” wearing 
tho badge of the Association, added. A 
game association has already been practi¬ 
cally formed, as the result of a large 
meeting of gentlemen held at Saklespur on 
21st March last. The efforts of the as¬ 
sociation will be crippled unless its ser¬ 
vants are recognized. 

7. General. The Rules ns they stand 
contain nothing prohibitive of snaring, 
trapping and netting, outsido tho close 
season, although Section 6 (4) gives power 
to make Rules to that effect. No ono re¬ 
quires to be told what a disastrous effect 
these practices have upon the existence of 
all kinds of game, and with what terrible 
cruelty the snaring, in itself, and the after ■ 
preparation of the game, while still alive, 
lor market are attended. Thore seems no 
object in keeping within tho reach of 
wandering tribes and others such a pre¬ 
carious moans of livelihood as snaring game, 
especially as, year by your, they are reck¬ 
lessly cutting off their own supply, and 
operations must, necessarily, be in entire 
disregard of age and sex. I cannot help 
thinking that snaring, trapping and netting 
should be absolutely forbidden. 

8 . I would suggest, either to follow 
Rule 13 or to come as the last of tho Rules, 
the following as some people look only at 
the Rules and not the Regulation itself or 
vice versa. 
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Any breach of the above Rules within any 
area to which the Regulation extends under 
Section 1 will render the off ender liable on 
conviction before a Magistrate to the punish¬ 
ment provided bu Section 8 of the Regula¬ 
tion" 

9. Tlio mainspring of success in 
working the Rules will bo found in the 
village pate Is. 

10. I recommend the extension of 
tho Regulation, under Section 1 to the 
whole of the Provineo. There are posi¬ 
tively no circumstances whatever which 
point to the exemption of one part of the 
Province ‘as compared with another. 
Take for instance proposod Rule 1, a most 
hurunue and highly sppreciated provision, 
and its elTcct would be at once viliated by 
limiting its operation. The same remark 
applies to all tho proposed Rules more or 
less. Deputy Commissioners may think 
that they are expected to submit some 
proposals regarding the local area into 
which the Regulation may advantageously 
introduced in the first instance. If any 
exemption is to be made it should be made 
hereafter but, to begin with the Regulation 
should extend to the whole Province. 

No. 5. 

Letter dated SaHespnr, Mag 20th, 190/, 
249211—23rd May 1901, from the 
Honorary Secretary, Mysore Same and 
Fish Preservation Association, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Mysore, 
General and Revenue Departments. 

. I have the honor to enclose for the 
information and favorahle consideration of 
Government, a copy of proceeding of the 
Committee of the above Mysore Game and 
Fish Preservation Association, held on 
May 16th, 1901, for tho purpose of discus¬ 
sing Regulation II ol 1901 and drawing 
up suggestions regarding it and its Draft 
Rules, and I solicit the favor of the same 
being submitted to Government. 

Enclosure to tho above. 

Letter dated So hies pur, May 20th, 1901, 
from the Honorary Secretary, Mysore 
Game and Fish Preservation Association, 
to the Secretary to the Government of 
Mysore, General and Revenue Depart¬ 
ments. 

I have the honor to quote below a re¬ 
solution passed by the Committee of above 
association at a meeting held on the 16th 
instant and I beg to solicit that the same 
may be submitted for the kind consider¬ 
ation of Government. 

Copy of Resolution. 

“ That Govermnont be asked to in¬ 
troduce a new Rule Under the Mysore 



12 


<4 Arms Act ” providing for tho numbering 
of guns, tho number to be shown on the 
license and an identification column provid¬ 
ed on tho same, for the purpose of prevent¬ 
ing tlia unauthorised use of license by 
others tliau the licensee.” 

Tnos. Hunt, 

Hony. Secy, Iff. G & F. P. Assoc. 


Mysore Game and Fuh Preservation, 
Association. 


Proceedings of * Committee meeting held in 
Saklajpnr, May 16th. 1901, to consider Regulation 
11 of 1901 recently enacted hy the Govornraont of 
Mysore. Present—A. R. Park (President) Capt. 
Foster. Mossrs. C. H. Godfrey. P. R. Wotherall. 
and Thoi. lliint (llony. Secretary), Mr. G. 
Andor.son, C. I. K., kindly atlomlc.l to giro the Com- 
mittoe the benefit of hi* valuable advice and experi¬ 
ence. 

Tho following alterations to Regula¬ 
tion II of 1901, were suggested and ap¬ 
proved of— 

“ Th-.it the Regulation be applied to 
the whole of the State and not. to specified 
local areas only." 

“ That the word ” mimtgae ” be 
printed in parenthesis after the word 
'‘jungle sheep" and the word “gaur” 
after the word 41 bison.” 

“That the words "or attempt to 
capture ” be inserted after the word 
"capture;” ao that the rule readB “The 
oapture or attempt to capture and killing.'’ 

“ That all vendore of game and fiBh 
must be licensed." 


“ That a terra of imprisonment in 
lieu of non-payment of fine, be provided ” 
(See Rule 9 of the Nilgiri Game Associa¬ 
tion.) 

(1) “ That the words “ or aQy license 
holder under this Regulation ” be inserted 
aftor the words ** any Forest officer and 
any other officer.” 

(2) That the words 44 in his view” 
occurring after the words H person who 
commits ” be expunged. 

“ That the word “ pnrsning ” be ex¬ 
punge:] from the clause, and that the word 
41 or ” be inserted between “ killing and 
capturing.” 


“ That all Mxgistr.vtes be empowered 
to try offenders, under this Regulation. ” 
Suggested alterations to “ Draft 
Rules” under Regulation II of 1901. 

No objection is offered to the prohibiting 
of tho killing of pea-fowl for a period of 
five years, or even longer; bub in the case 
of jungle-fowl this Association considers the 


Section 1, clause (2). 
Extent, and commence¬ 
ment. 

Section II, 

“ Game " defined. 


Section Vf, clause 5. 
Close Season and 
Protection. 


Section VII. 
Roles, about mIo of 
game Bad fish. 
Section VIII. 
Penalty for certain 
offences. 


Section XI. 
Power of officers to 
arrest. 


Section XII. 
Exception. 


Suggested addition to 
the Regulation. 


Rule 2. 
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rule too drastic; and would bog to sug¬ 
gest as an alternative, ** That ft close time 
be imposed for these birds, na., from 1st 
February to 30th September, inclusive. 

(Seo Rule 3, Nilgiri Gnmc Association.) 

The spawning season for fish in rivers Ruli 1 . 
running to the We6t Const being during 
the S. W. Monsoon, beg to suggest “ That 
the close time for thceo rivers be from 
March 1st to August 31st, inclusive” nod 
for rivers running eastward, (N. E. Mon¬ 
soon) the close time l>c from May 1st to 
Kovomber 30th inclusive.” 

(1) That the words " the shooting Rule 4. 
of fish ” be inserted after the word 

“ water.” 

(2) M That the words “ in lakes 
(tankB) ” bo added after tho words ‘‘ one 
inch and a half ” and that the words “ and 
two inches and a half in perennial strcnraB,” 
be added after tbc words ” in lakes 
(tanka).” 

That the rule should read It shall R»W 6. 
not be lawful for any person to kill or 
attempt to kill or capture "— 

(a) That the words “ except mi¬ 
gratory birds " bo inserted 
after ** feathered game.” 

(A) That this rule be expunged it 
being unnecessary, as Rule 
7 gives ample protection. 

That the word® “ or capture *' be in- 1M* 
sertod after the word kill and that the 
word “ and " occurring after “ shoot at ” 
be omitted. 

“ That the words 11 or other person Hole jo. 
empowered ” be inserted after tho words 
‘‘Police station” (as under Rule 13 if 
modified as suggested under Section XI 
of Regulation). 

That the words ” or license holders But* 13. 
under this Regulation ” be inserted after 
the word “ Shnnbbog.” 

Suggested additions to “ Draft Rides." 

That the eggs of all protected birds 
be brought under the Rules. 

That Government offer a substantial 
roward for the destruction of wild dogs, 
and that to meet any extra expenditure 
under this head, suggest that the rewords 
offered for tigers and leopards be roduced 
if necessary. (Nilgiri Game Association 
offers a reward of Re. 12 per dog). 

That Government be asked to dovoto 
a portion of sum realised by license fees, 
to the working expenses of the Mysore 
Gamo and Fish Preservation Association. 
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That an idcntificntiun column bo 
provided in license form for tlic purpose 
of preventing the unauthorised use of 
license by others than licensee. 

Tn os. Hunt, 
Hony. Secretary, 
Mysore Game and Fish Preservation 
Association. 

Snklcspur, Hossnn district. 


No. 6 

Letter No. 7-18, dated Ghilcmagalur t \\lh June 
19 01,/rein the Deputy Commissioner, KuJur 
District, to the Secretary to the Government 
of ilysvre. General and Revenue Depart- 
vients. 

With reference to your Official Memoran¬ 
dum No. 13769-77—Lcgis. 99, dated 15th 
April 1901, enclosing 20 spare copies of 
Druft Rules proposed to be issued under 
the Mysore Game nnd Fish Preservation 
Regulation and requesting to submit opi¬ 
nions upon the same, &c., I w ould beg to 
suggest that the whole of the Kndur dis¬ 
trict he included under this Regulation. 

2 . I have circulated the spare copies 
received, but up to date have only received 
llireo replies, viz., from Messrs. Boyd, 
Pnrlon and Oliver, all of whom tako a keen 
interest in sport and mny be said to fairly 
represent the district. 

3. The suggestions made by these 
gentlemen conjointly with my own, are as 
follows:— 

Rule I. It is presumed that the kill¬ 
ing of monkeys and parrots on private laud 
is not prohibited ns they arc inimical to 
crops and at times cause great damage. 

little. 2. There appears to be no great 
object to bo obtained in preserving jungle- 
fowl for five yenra, but there would bo in 
preserving antelope which are fast dis¬ 
appearing from tho Province. Antclopo 
for jungle-fowl miglft therefore be sub¬ 
stituted. 

Hole 3. The spawning time for fish 
is evidently the monsoon, vide Thomas’ 
Rod in India. The close time should there¬ 
fore be altered from 1st June to 1st 
October. 

That the meshes of all nets l>e limited 
to 11 inches; that the use of explosives, 
poisou and fixed engines be strictly pro¬ 
hibited. 
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/?,//,• 0 (*). May Ire altered as fol¬ 
lows;— 

"ITares or nny description of feathered 
frame except migratory birds from 1st 
March to 1st {September and migratory 
birds, viz. : duck, teal and snipe from 1st 
June to 1st October.'' 

Mute 0. I think a Rs. 10 license 
should extend to the whole of Mysore and 
that a Rs. 20 license is unnecessary and 
would probably be a great source of annoy¬ 
ance. 

-1. 1 enclose copies of the opinions 

received. 

(Knctusuru No. I to llie nbovo.) 

Suggestions tm toe Mysore Game bates. 

2 . Antcloje iriglil be included with 
peafowl and juuglefowl, as in many placet 
tliey are now alarest extinct. They mjuiie 
extra protccti >n owing to tbeir being fuiod 
entirely in the open country where there ie 
no cover fur llieiu to fall back on wheu much 
shot at. 

3. This rule ir passed ae it stands will 
put a itop to aHral-fuliing lor maliscer and 
carp, especially in rivere running East 
(Bbudra and Tonga) which ore only Sellable 
iu the hot wrathcr, tLe beet months being 
February, March ami April. Government 
team lo mistake ilie 8|awning season for 

oil river foil, tix?y spawn without excej- 
lion during the south-west npns'oo. 
Tboirai in hie " Red in India “ pages 2(5, 27, 
etc., anye regarding niahseer “when the 
“ streams are Ewollen by the monsoon rains 
“ they a*e able to ascend to parte of ihe 
"river till i.Qapjiroacliflble for want of wa'er. 
“ There tliey (tejosit their spawn, and time 
“ secure for their fry when liatclied, water 
“ then dwindling (o dimensions much better 
'‘ant'd to (heir pursy strength than (he 
“ deejier current of the lower river. The 
“ spawning done, tbe parent fish keep drop- 
“ ping gently downwards with Hie continued 
4 ‘ d'creafiug waters, anil before tl>e spawn 
“ llicy have de|osited, is batched, tliey are 
“completely cut eff by jmucify of water 
“ from their fry. So that till the com- 
“ mencement of (he fame monsoon <u (he 
“ following year tliey cannot relurn (o 
“ devour then),” lie also e ye “ small river 
“ fisb 8| awn m May, Juue ami July.” 

That fish do spawn in the monsoon ie 
proved by the number of fry found after 
the ninnsof-n in j-addy fields and email 
streams. 

I should suggest that limiting Ihe mesh 
of all nete and prohibiting poison, dynamite 
and fixed engines of all sorts would be quite 
enough protection for river fish. Ilod- 
rishiug might be allowed all (be yeat round 
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-without any damage being done. Netting 
during (be pawning teason would be out of 
the question owing to the rivers be'ng in 
flood. 

6 fa). The ojier senson for da.-k and 
teal might be expended to May .1st, ns they 
do not D66t iu MjBjrs before July and 
August. 

6 (A). Might Iw struck oat altogether 
•b game of all sort a are amply protected 
Under Rule 7. 

10. Would it not be a good tlrog to 
add—any hceiiBe-holder on producing hie 
own license may demand the production of 
lireuse of any oiler j>erflon found sltooting 
and should no license be produced rejiort 
the same to I lie noarest Magistrate and 
Police officer, 4c. 

All the other Rules seem to mo to bo 
very good, aad if strictly enf reed by flov- 
ornment, there ought to be a fair head of 
game a^aiu io Mysore in a few years. 

(Sil). A. B. Boyd. 
Barekody, May 4th, 1901. 


(Enclosure No. 2 to the above.) 

The draft of the Mysore Game ami 
Fish Preservation Regulations, 1901, seem 
to mo to require considci’nblc revision. As 
tho Rules now Bland, planters who have a 
stake in the Province, will derive littlo or 
no benefit from any good that may result, 
for, the suggested “open” tiino for 
feathered game and big game is just when 
pin iters are busy with llioir crop and 
cnnmt get away. Moreover the suggested 
“ close times " do not entirely embrace the 
breeding seasons; and it seems to me that, 
the dates have been proposed for the con* 
voniunce of cold-weather sportsmen from 
Bangalore. I therefore suggest the fol¬ 
lowing alterations. 

V.Iautr 3. Fish in perennial streams— 
vide Thomas’—breed during the monsoon. 

I should therefore recommend the close 
timo to ho front June 1st to January 1st. 

Clowe 6 {a). The close time for wild 
duck should 1 r> different from that of other 
feathered game. Migratory duck reach 
the Province in November and December 
and ltegin flighting north again in April 
and May. Duck, *. e., grey-duck, whistlers 
and cotton teal, that breed in tho country, 
do so, in the months of July and August. 

I therefore-propose that the close time for 
duck be from May 1st until December 1st. 
This will enable men who nro fond of this 
form of sport, to get an opportunity. It 
will moreover protect tho “ flappers " of 
whistlers, grey-duck and cotton teal which 
are often not ready to shoot until Decem¬ 
ber. Migratory ducks protect themselves 
by flight, And mako for themselves a closo 
time of over six mouths. 
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fhtnsc fi (//). Might be expunge! 
altogether. Under Clause 7 the mature 
males of (leer arc protected while hornless 
or their horns arc in velvet. This means 
a period of at least four to five months, 
which should be sufficient close time. 
Moreover the only time that planters have 
an opportunity of stalking on the ghats is 
in Octol>*r»nd the beginning of IVovemlier, 
before crop; for during the hot woather 
nearly all game is practically uunpproachcd 
.and has therefore a natural close time for 
■three or four montli3. This. taken with 
the time that doer are hornless gives them 
a closo time of nearly seven mouths. The 
only time to track “bison ” in heavy jungle 
ia during the monsoon months. Tracking 
being impossible during tho hot weather 
“ bison” have a natural close time of nearly 
six months. If the Regulations are rigor¬ 
ously carriod in respect to females and 
immature males there is no reason why 
mature males should have any close. What 
lias been said of deer and bison applies to 
black-buck. Tho only time that they can 
be at all easily approached is during the 
monsoou, so they too have their natural 
close time. 

Under Clause 7, ! should make it an 
offence against the Act to tiik'c the eggs of 
amj Unfit. I understand that the eggs of 
grey-dtirk and whistlers are largely taken 
an«l sold in the vicinity of the h:coding 
grounds. 

<Sd). F. G. Pa a ton*. 


(Enclosure No. 3 to tho above.) 

I have the honor to inform you that a 
copy of Draft Roles under Regulation II of 
1‘JOl was handed me by Hr. 12. hnjley, who 
informed me that my opinion was asked for, 
I herewith beg to submit it. 

1. With regard to Rule 1, I con¬ 
clude that the prohibition to shoot monkeys 
and parrots wh ch are both very numerous 
and inimical to coffee is cancelled by the 
note "nothing in this Regulation, etc." 

2. With regard to Rule 2. " excopt 
with the Social permission, etc.," I would 
|A>int- out as j mglo-lbwla are very numer¬ 
ous in these I«arts it would be quite un¬ 
necessary to prohibit their be ng shot for a 
period of five year*. In fact, 1 doubt, if they 
would thereby increase much. On the other 
hand if rewords were given for the destruc¬ 
tion of birds or prey, jungle-cats, etc., groat 
benefit might accrue, os I flunk tlmt more 
fowls are destroyod in this way than by the 
guns. In the same way, I consider,rewards 
ought to be offered for the doetructioo of 
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wild dogs which play havoc amongst all the 
deer tribe and they oiuyht,, it' possible, to bo 
«xterm : natc i. I have often seen large packs 
of them, onre I roim'i d 30. 

3. 1 no not see how the proposed 
legislation is going to be enforced, more 
ee|iectii)ly ns 1 nee no intention of empower- 
ing Planters to nrrest or cause to be am sl¬ 
ed, |«ojilc infringing the law. It io well 
known that nt the present moment the»e are 
many natives who although, the gun licence 
ie only 4-A, have no licenses. I would 
propose that ahould the income from licensee 
allow, that a special staff be employed in 
certain out of the wny districts. As it ie, 
who will arrest offenders in out oT the way 
places, as for instance, the Jagnr Valley? 

4. With regard to Rule 6 (D). U 
seems to me that the close time might be 
changed 'rnm Kith Juno and 15th November 
to May 15th nod Octoi>er 15th. 

5. It does not seem to me quite fair 
that a license any granted in the Kadur 
district should not be available all over 
Mysore. It is surely not as a source of 
Revenue that it isprofiosed to introduce this 
Regulation,but only to prevent the wholesale 
slaughter of games and in some farts the 
threatened exlinction thereof. I cannot 
therefore see the re is m for this imposition. 
For instance, I may reside in the Kadur 
district end hardly ever Blioot cut of it, and 
hecause I want to eboot duck, teal, etc, in, 
my, the Shiinoga district for a day, I shall 
have to pay another Rs. 20, not to mention 
the apparent trouble aild delay in getting 
license. 

(Sil). G. li. Oi.ivrb. 
Birur, 29th May 1901. 

No. 7. 

Letter So. 20, dated Tnmkur,9rd July 1901, 
from the Deputy Commissioner of the 
I'umkur District, to Ike Secretary to the 
fjovemment of Mysore, General and 
Rtwnut Departments, Danjalore. 

In reply to your Official Memo No. 
13799-79—Leg. 99, datod 15th April 
1991, forwarding for my opinion and sug¬ 
gestions, the Draft Rules proposed to bo 
issued under tho Mysoro Game and Fish 
Preservation Regulation II of 1901, I have 
the honor to state that the Assistant Com¬ 
missioners nod other Officers who wero 
consulted in the mutter aro all in favor of 
tho adoption of tho proposed Ruto* and I 
gonorally concur with them. But the Dis¬ 
tinct Forest Officer and the Reverend D. A. 
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Rees.t ho Wesleyan Missionary at Tumkur, 
who were also consulted are of opinion 
that: — 

(1) (As regards Rule 2—the period 

for which the killing of pea¬ 
fowl and jungle-fowl is prohi¬ 
bited, riz., 5 years, is excessive; 

(2) So also is the period of closo 

season—Rule 6, and 

(3) Mr. Rees adds that it is danger¬ 

ous to invest police constables 
forest watchers nnd other low-* 
paid officials with powers to 
arrest offenders, suggesting at 
the siime time that such sub¬ 
ordinates should only report to 
their superior officers in tho 
case of any offence filling under 
the Rules, which may come 
under their notice, the names 
and address of offender. 


2 . I submit the above for the con- 
. „ , . n . sidcration of 

1. Memo li»n tliu Ilavcrvnd , 

D a (tecs Governmental^ 

2. Tlie District Forcel Officer’® enclose Copit'6 of 

letter N<*. 400, 29th the marginally 
Juuo 1901. noted com muni- 

cations for tho information of Government. 


3. As regards tho areas in this dis¬ 
trict into which the said Regulation may 
be introduced, I beg to suggest that the 
district jungles in the taluks of Toraknr, 
Maddagiri (including tho Korulagcvo suh- 
taluk), Kuniga) and a portion of Gubin 
may be treated as tracts for the purposes 
of the Regulation. 


(TJiicIoeure No. 1 to the *bovc,) 

Letter No. 406. dated 29tk J n/ie 1901 , jrom the Dir- 
trirt Forest Ojft’tr, Tumkur District, to the 
Deputy Commii.iiouer, Tumkur District. 

Referring to your No. 1940, dated 19th 
April 1901, and the Draft Rules under 
Regulation II of 1901, I have the honor to 
state that fcho period of five years proscrib¬ 
ed for the protection of jungle-fowl in 
Rule 2, appears to be rather a long period 
inasmuch as the reproduction is frequent 
and certain in this feathering kind. 1 beg 
to suggest, should the above idea meet 
with the approval of the higher author¬ 
ities, that the jieriod of protection may be 
reduced to three years. In otlior respects, 
I have nothing to say against the Draft 
Rules. 

(Enclosure to (bo above No. 2.) 

Commentt on yrnpaied Game and Fith Freservalvm 
Regulation it of 1901, by D. A. lieu, WteUyam 

Hirtionary. 

Hale 2. It appears to me that to pro¬ 
hibit the killing of pea-fowl and j,unglu-fowl 
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in any part of Mysore for a period of fivo 
years is excessive. These fowls tire plenti¬ 
ful in the State Forests and Plantations of 
the Tumkur district, they have abundance 
of cover, and arc well able lo take care of 
themselves. Special legislation may bo 
ordered in some parts of the Province, but 
even then fivo years seems to me to ho a 
long poriod to fix. 

little 6. The “ close soason " appears 
to me to be very long. The matter can 
Only be docidod by those who know the 
brooding tima of the various birds and 
animals to be protected. 

Rule 10. Will it not be a dangerous 
thing to give constables, watchers and other 
low-paid men power to arrest? My sug¬ 
gestion is that they should tako the name 
and address of any offenders and report to 
their superior officer. 


No. 8. 

heller No. 14, dated Bangalore, 4th July 
1001, from the Superintendent, Revenue 
S'triH ij, In the Secretary lo the Govern¬ 
ment of Mysore, General and Revenue 
Departments. 

1 havo the honor, in continuation of 
my letter No. 807 of the 20th May 1901, 
on the subject of the proposed Draft Rules 
under Regulation II of 1901, to forward 
copy of extracts from a joint memo 
by Messrs. Hrookc-Mockett Elliot and 
Middleton on the samo project. These 
three gentlemen, from their wide experi¬ 
ence arc well qualified to offer useful ad¬ 
vice and tlioir opinions are entitled to carry 
weight. 

2. Briefly what they suggest is as 
follows: — 

1st.—In Draft Rule 6 (a), to have a 
different close season for duck 
and teal, vis., from 1st April 
to 1st September, hares and all 
other feathered game remaining 
as provided for in Draft Rule. 
2nd.—Rule 6 (ft). Tbo close season 
for antelope to be from 1st Feb¬ 
ruary to 1st August; for bison 
and sainbhar, the close season 
to be from 1st November to 
1st March ; in other coses the 
Draft Rules to remain as at pre¬ 
sent. 

The suggestions, it will be observed, 
are few in number, and I am of opinion 
that they should be adopted, for reasons 
fully given by the gentlemen above men¬ 
tioned. As a matter of fact, duck and teal, 
being migratory birds, will protect them- 



selves by tlie usual annual flight, while 
antelope, bison and sambliur will owe 
tlieir protection chiefly to the clauses in the 
Regulation and the rules forbidding the 
destruction of females and immature ani¬ 
mals and therefore a change in the close 
season in bheir case can do no harm. 

3. I only received the communica¬ 
tion now under reference, by the last mail 
from England. 

(Enclosure to the above.) 

Letter Jn If.I London, 14th June 1901. 

Dear Colonel Grant,—I bog to hand 
you herein suggestions regarding altera¬ 
tions in the dose time in the proposed 
Game Laws for Mysore. These have been 
drawn up by Messrs. Robert H. Elliot, 
J. S. Middleton and myself, and I havo 
been asked to forward them to you and to 
beg that you will submit them to the Dewnn 
for his consideration. Messrs. Elliot, Mid¬ 
dleton and I, have been shooting in Mysore 
during the past thirty-five years, and wo 
j-espectfully submit these suggestions as the 
result of our long experience in the malnad. 

We would beg to point out that should 
tlio close times suggested in tho Govern¬ 
ment proposals be adhered to. Planters will 
to a great measure be debarred from shoot¬ 
ing.—Believe me yours sincerely. 

(Signed) Biiookk Mockett. 


Memo. 

We beg to submit that the close time 
for wild-foal, (duck and leal) should 
commence on 1st April instead of on 1st 
March. This would be more convenient 
for Planters as during November, Decem¬ 
ber, January and February they are un¬ 
able to 9hoot being tied to tlieir estates by 
crop operations and thus if close time com¬ 
mences on 1st March they will be practi¬ 
cally debarred from wild-fowl shooting, 
whereas, if 1st April is fixed, Planters will 
bo able to shoot in March as has been their 
custom for years. The migratory birds 
have not all left then and good sport is 
obtainable. As wild-fowl do not pair in 
March we submit that it may be left an 
open month without detriment. 

We also submit that the proposed 
closo time for antelope and gazelle, viz., 
from 15th June to 15th November, com¬ 
prise!) some of the best months for shoot¬ 
ing, and the season during which shooting 
is to be permitted (from 15th November to 
15th June) embraces Borne of the hottest 
months in the year when the beat on the 
plains is intense and shooting impractic¬ 
able. Wc advocate that tlie close time 
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should lie from 1st February to 31st July, 
\V» should prefer from 1st January to30th 
June but ore aware that Europeans often 
spend the Christinas holidays on shooting 
trips and would wish January to be an 
open month. Tho Government proposal 
would raako tho cool season close time, and 
the hot season shooting time, but as ante¬ 
lope appear io have no very definite* breed¬ 
ing season tho object of this is not obvious. 
In favor of the shooting season being from 
31st July to 1st February (1) wo submit 
that that is the coolest timo of the year, 
(2) that Planters have leisure during Aug¬ 
ust, September, October and November 
when many of them go to tho plains to 
avoid the soutli-west monsoon, and (3) 
because it is towards the end of the moon- 
soon that the ragi crops become ripe and 
antelope visit the fields to eat the cars and 
do great damage, and shooting then helps 
the raiynts to protect their crops. 

The close timo for Idem and samhhar 
in the Ghat country should, wo submit, bo 
changed from 15th June to 15th November 
to about from 1st November to 1st March 
Ixiculsc during tho first mentioned period 
the grass is green on the ghat hills, 
while during the greater part of the time 
proposed for shooting these animals, there 
would be no grass fit for feeding. Shoot¬ 
ing on the ghat ranges is all stalking, 
driving not bring possible on account of tho 
size of the forests. Before, during, and 
after, the monsoon (S. W.), bison and 
sarabhar are to be found on the grass hills, 
and arc get-at-able, and it is then that the 
shooting season should be fixed. During 
November, December, January and Feb¬ 
ruary tho grass On the ghats is long and 
dry, and not an animal comes to it. This 
season wo urge should be close timo. 

No. 9. 

Letter No. 22, dated Camp Tarikere, 9 th 
July 1901, from the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, Kadur Dislrict, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Mysore, General 
and Revenue Departments. 

In continuation of my letter No. 740 
of the 11th June 1901, furnishing opinion on 
the Draft Holes proposed bo be issued under 
the Mysore Game Hegulation, I have the 
honor to forward herewith letter of the 4th 
July 1901, received from Mr. H. Pilkington. 

(Knclosurr to the above.) 

L-.ller dated Kappa, 4th July 1901, from Ur. 

11. I’itkiwftnn, to the Deputy Cnmmiisiontr, 
Kadur District. 

I beg to Ihank you for kindly sending 
me the Draft Holes under the proposed 
Mysore Wild Animals Protection Act. I 
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should hove replied before but have been 
endeavouring to ascertain beyond doubt ia 
what months the principal local animals 
breed. 

I beg to make Ibe following suggestions .*— 

Rc Clause 2. Though glad to Bee pea¬ 
fowl protected lor five years, ldo not consider 
jungle anrl spur fowl require such long pro¬ 
tection. The; commence breading in March, 
and the second broods are only becoming 
strong on the wing by September 15th. I 
would suggest thereto) e a ch-ae time for 
those of, March 1st to Sep'ember 15th. 

7?e 0lav.tv 3. I consider t hat the etate- 
ment in this clause that fish in perennial 
etreame spawn from January 1st to Juno lit 
is quite wrong. Maltster and the other carps 
certainly work thoir way up stream in the 
monsoon floods to spawn, and go down again 
towards the end of the rains. 

The malmd Gowdas are well aware of 
this, nnd pu*. up traps to catch the descend¬ 
ing fish. 

1 suggest a tloso lime from June 1st 
to November 1st. 

Re 4jt«uxn ft. 2. With regard to duck, 
there are migratory dticit and * local’ duck 
in Mysore. The lornicr protect themselves 
but these that remain should be protected 
from May 1st to November 15tb, and not 
as suggested March 1st to September 1st. 
Such a season commences unnecessarily early 
and re-opens before the young ducks can fly 
and they would be butchered. Snipe should 
have a close time from March 15th to 
September 16th. 

Re Clause. C 5, and Clause- 7. Clause 
6 b, seems qui'e unnecessary provided 
clause 7 is properly enforced. Were it en¬ 
forced bison shooting in Lakvalli ond simi¬ 
lar forests would be impossible as it can 
ooly be carried on during tho rains, and 
the close season under Clause 6 b is 
from June 15th to November 16tb; when 
added to this is (be close time for forest fire 
protection these jungles would be practically 
closed for ihe whole year. The only time 
during which mature males require protec¬ 
tion is during the rutting seaaOD. Clause 7 
already afford8 complete protection for im« 
mature males and all females. 

The following are the rutting seasons 
of the principal local wild animale. 

Bison breed during all months of the 
year. It is impossible therefore to fix a 
close time for the bulls. 

Samhhar and Spoiled Deer - Commence 
rutting towards the cud of September, and 
the season probably continues till middle of 
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December but spotted deer are very irregu¬ 
lar. TI 10 peri'id of gestation for eambhar is 
6months, and for spotted deer 6 or 7 months. 

For Barking deer the rutting season is 
Jauaary and February and the period of 
gestation 10 to 11 weeks apparently. 

hor Black buck the rutting season is 
February and the period of gestation 6 
moot he. 

Thus with the exception of the antelope, 
the young are mostly born at the commence¬ 
ment of the S. W. monsoon. 

I would suggest an increase in the guD 
license to say Be. 1 or at any rBte to Ana. 8. 

I would also suggest that when this Act 
comes into force any one holding a license 
under the same should be thereby empower¬ 
ed to demand to eee the license of any other 
party he may meet in pursuit of game, on 
his producing his own license, and should the 
other party not be able to produce his license, 
the holder of the licenso should bo entitled 
to demand the name and address of the other 
party in order to forward tbo Bame to a 
Magistrate. 


No. 10. 

Letter No. D. 77, dated Bangalore, 1 21 h July 
l <k 0!, Jrom the Deputy Commissioner of 
the. Bangalore District, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Mysore, Revenue 
and General Departments. 

With reference to Govern meat Official 
Memoran- 

Culoocl .1. T. Omit, Supcriiilcsdenl, (j y m No. 

M r. L. KiUell"? ’ 13869-76 — 

Cnloiml K<»w Tlionipron, B. E. y nri 

Mr. W. v. Dav, ( lX|iuir Eicoc Crania kj 0 g . \} j, 

M.-C.lS: dated the 

15th April 

1901, forwarding a Draft or Rules proposed 
tube issued under the Mysore Game and Fish 
Preservation Regulation II of 1901 for an 
ex]>reseion of my opinion and lliat ol any other 
fiersonsin ihe district convorBcat with and 
interested in the matter, 1 have the honor 
to forward, herewith, in original, the replies 
received from the marginally noted "gentle- 
men, whom from thoir wide experience and see pagea 9 -n. 
reputed knowledge of eport, it was con¬ 
sidered od vautageousto consult, end by whom 
the Rules have been well and exhaustively 
diecussed. The views of the Divisional 
Officers wero also takeu in the matter and 
their letters are enclosed. 

2. I beg to offer tlie following re¬ 
marks and suggestions on what appear to 
be tho salient features of the Draft Rules 
in question. 

Preamble .—With regard to the 
preamble to the proposed UuIcb concluding 



"with the words— 

“ bnt the provisions regarding licenses 
Bhall not apply to State Foresta and Plant¬ 
ations, ” ani by‘the form of license proposed, 
making it (the license) not available as regards 
State Foresta and Plantations, I concur with 
Colonel Gr&ut that this is open to the inter¬ 
pretation that, either DO license is necessary 
to 9boot in State Forests aod Plantations, 
or that no shooting will be allowed in such 
areas. The wording may, therefore, be 
made clearer. If, on tbo other band, in 
■view of the reasons urged in paras 2 and 5 
of Colonel Grant’s latter, and which appear 
to me deserving of causideration, Govern¬ 
ment should see tit to allow shooting in 
State Forests and Plantations, when eub- 
eervient to Forest Rules and restrictions 
and regulated by the Regulation and the Rules 
thereunder, on the taking out of a license, 
the wording of the said portion of tbe 
preamble might, once for all, be modified 
accordingly. 

Rule. I —The depredations committed 
by monkeys, when once they have taken up 
their abode in the neighbourhood of fruit 
gardens and other orops, are moat annoying 
and are often attended with serious ccnse¬ 
quence* to the owners, who to save themselves 
from loss are obliged, though reluctantly, to 
6hoot them, as the only effectual meaas of 
being rid of these troublesome pS6ts. More¬ 
over, tlrey cannot, in open tracts, be caught 
and deported, as is sometimes done in large 
towns. Some species of monkey6 are very 
savage aod dangerous, and instances are 
not wanting in which they have been known 
to deliberately atlack women and children. 

I would not, therefore, absolutely prohibit 
the killing of monkeys; but would allow it 
io special cases, the previous permission of 
the Deputy Commissioner being obtained 
in all such cates. 

The birds of song referred to under 
this Rule might, I tbiok be advantageously 
■enumerated. 

Rule II .—I scarcely consider it essential 
to give the birds mentioned in this Rule com¬ 
plete immunity for 5year6—an opinion shared 
by Messrs. Ricketts, Davy and Brown—os, ■ 
under Section 6 (a), there ie a close season 
for them. If soma auch provision as is 
contemplated in para 6 of Colonel Grant's 
letter be adopted and poaching suppressed, 
it will secure all the protection that seems 
needed. 

Rule III .—There ore Dot many peren¬ 
nial etroameor tanks in Mysore, sad between 
the inonthB of March and June, the water 
io most of them goes tlowu to a very low 
level, tbe result being that fish perish in 
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large numbers. It is therefore, I sub¬ 
mit, of questionable utility to prevent ab¬ 
solutely fishing at this period by fishermen 
who form ft large body of meh and to whom 
it is a rneanB of livelihood. In the case of 
some tanks, the right of fishing belongs to 
raiynte who are bound to do earthwork, and 
I doubt if eucIi rights could be extinguished 
in the manner suggested. The Rule may be 
bo modified as to eD9ure the preservation of 
fish only in very large reservoirs aDd in deep 
parte of perenn a) rivers like the Tange* 
bhadra and the Kaveri. 

Rule VI .—For the words "shoot at 
and kill,” which occur in this Rule, the 
words " ahoot at, wound, kill or capture” 
-should obviously be substituted. 

As regards the cIobs season for feather¬ 
ed and other game contemplated in this 
Bale, I sec no necessity, at all, for providing 
one for migratory birds which do not breed 
here; but leave the country aDd find else* 
where that season for themselves. It will 
be observed that Messrs. Davy and Brown 
suggest some alterations in Rule VI (6). 

Rule VII .— For “ shoot at and kill, or 
Attempt to do so,” substitute, “pursue, 
shoot at, wound, kill or capture. ” 

ilr. Ricketts is averse to the absolute 
prohibition of the killing or capturing of 
maLure females of the game animals, as 
such females are protected, not only when 
immature; hut also during a close season 
of 5 months, ns per Rule VI (6), and to give 
them further immunity, he thinks, will tend 
to greatly increase their numbers and power 
■oF destroying crops by wholesale browsing, 
while Mr. Brown questions the utility of al¬ 
lowing only the mature males of deer to bo 
shot, ihue leaving the Does to immature and 
partially developed males. Tlie rule, ae 
proposed may, however, be adopted sb ft 
tentative measure and subjected to such 
changes as further experience renders ne¬ 
cessary. 

The onslaught on the mature male 
ought sIbo to be, I consider, in some measure 
controlled ; but I do not 6ec how this can 
bo done otherwise (ban by making the rulo 
very complicated and difficult of being 
understood by ordinary uneducated village 
ehikarie. 

Rule VIII. —For “shoot at and kill 
game, or attempt so to do” substitute 
" pursue, Bhoot at, wound, kill or capture 
game.” 

The granting of a special license, et 
a reduced rate, undor this Rule, as proposed 
by Mr. Brown, for the use of those whoae 
time and meane can only allow of their 
going out on 6hort shooting excursions after 
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email game, would be a great boon. 

Rule X .—Tlie qiie3tion mooted by 
Colonel Grant of extending to poicle and 
ehanbhogBthe right of calling for production 
of licenses under this Itule, ae they are al¬ 
ready empowered in Rule 13 to arrest 
offenders under the circumstances referred 
to in Section 11 of the Regulation, is one of 
much importance, seeing that the adoption 
of (be suggestion ought to ensure the more 
thorough checking of shooting licenses. In¬ 
deed, I tbink there may also be included in 
this category, all Executive Officers of the 
Revenue and Forest Departments of and 
above the tank of shrkdar and forester, 
and I be words, " or any other person aulbor- 
ised by Government,” may be added to 
Rule X. 

3. Tbe addition proposed in para 9 of 
Colonel Grniit’a letter, regarding tho punish¬ 
ment to be indicted for any breach of tbe 
Hu lee appears necessary, and may well form 
tbe concluding para of tbe Rules. 

4 As regards the local areas into 
which tbe Regulation may, in the first in¬ 
stance, be introduced, it will be seen from 
the replies of the officers enclosed, that the 
concensus of opinion is in favor of its ex- 
teDsun to the whole district, and without 
adding anything further, I beg to state 
that in this view, I entirely concur, as I 
am not aware of any valid reasons why any 
tracts where game exists, or is likely to 
exist under tbe auspices of the Regulation, 
ahould be exempted from the operation of 
the Rules framed thereunder. 

6. Id conclusion, I may add that tho 
Draft Rules ore, in my opinion, well cal¬ 
culated to meet a want that was long felt by 
sportsmen; but to give full effect to and 
enforce tbe cbservnnce of the same, will I 
fear, not be found to be an easy task. 
Much will have to be done in enlisting the 
sympathy and co-operation of the village 
communities in contending against the bane¬ 
ful practices of poaching, snaring, trapping 
and netting game which are now indulged 
iu by (lie wandering tribes and unprincipled 
local shikaris. The granting of gnft licenses, 
too, will Lave to be more closely scrutinized. 

6. 1 cannot help thinking, however, 
that, with all the precautions that may be 
taken, there will still bo much room for 
evadiug the Rules for Ibe preservation of 
game without 6ome permanent staff of in¬ 
telligent and trustworthy game watchers 
wbn, working in conjunction with men of 
the Forest Department, would be able to 
place the system of watching on an efficient 
and satisfactory footing. But I doubt, 
whether it ib possible, at (he present time- 
to secure such an agency at a cost, which 
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Xjovemment can afford to bear, ami which 
■will not be disproportionate to the object 
intended to be gained. 

(Enclosure No. 1 to the above.) 

Memorandum, doled Jet May 1901, from Mr, L. 

Ricktiir. 

1. Draft Rule 1, after the word 
“song,’’ add “or of brilliant and orna¬ 
mental plumage.*’ 

2. Draft Rule 2, scorns unnecessary, 
as under Draft Rule 0 (a), thero is a closo 
timo for these birds from 1st of March to 
1st September, and to give them complotu 
immunity for 5 years may 01 * will work 
hardship on the jungle tribes who mako 
their living in part by the capture and 
sale of such feathered game. 

3. Draft Rule 3, might be omitted 
altogether. There are few or no peren¬ 
nial streams or tanka in Mysore and what 
is the use of multiplying fish in a long 
close spawning season, to be washed down 
the streams or over the waste weirs of 
tanks during monsoon floods, or to die 
when the streams or tanks dry upf The 
interests of a large body of fishermen who 
gain their livelihood chiefly by fishing and 
netting have to be considered in this mat¬ 
ter. Further, Draft Rule 4, appears to 
provide for nil that is necessary. 

N. I ).—It is presumed that fishing 
and netting nre prohibited in Hessarghatta 
tank. 

4. It is submitted that no useful 
object can be gained by absolutely prohi¬ 
biting ; as per Draft Rule 7 ; the killing 
Or capturing of mature females of the game 
animals therein montioned " at any limo 
of the year." Such females are protected 
not only when immature, but also during 
a close period of 5 months ; as per Draft 
Rule 6 (f>). And to give them further 
immunity will certainly greatly increase 
their numbers and powers of mischief to 
devastate the crops of villagers and to des¬ 
troy plants and saplings by wholesale 
browsing. 

Further, tigers and cheetahs will 
assuredly increase in numbers in propor¬ 
tion to the multiplication of the above 
mentioned game with tho result of increas¬ 
ed loss of agricultural stock—if not of 
human life also. 

5. In Beveral of these Draft Rules, 
the words " or capture" should be added 
After the word “ kill." 

N. J3.—2. Draft Rules 11 and 12, aro 
unnecessary for the Bangalore district. 
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(Rneloann X®. 2 to the above ) 
loiter dated Bnngalcre. the 6th July 100(. from. 

Colonel Jiosi Thompson, R. E., (Retired), 

1. With reference to your letter 
No. 2271 oF 27th Jfa y 1901, I have the 
honor to express ray regret, that so long 
a time has elapsed before replying to it. 

2. In the printed copy of the " Draft 
Rules under Regulation II of 1901,” 
Rule 1 absolutely prohibits the killing of 
monkeys, Brahman kites, parrots aod 
“ birds of song." This is a good rule as 
far as it goes, but in my humblo opiuion it 
does Dot go far enough. There are many 
other Indian birds which require and 
deservo protection, just as much, if not 
more than the u birds of song" When you 
come to think of it, the song birds of India 
—Or at any rate this part of it—aro few and 
far between. The bul-bul, the Indian 
robin, and the Nilgiri thrush, are theODly 
birds I can remember at the present mo¬ 
ment that have ranch claim far considera¬ 
tion ea “ song birds." But there are 
many other birds with beautiful plumage, 
which are ruthlessly slaughtered for the 
sake of that very plumage. 1 would there¬ 
fore prohibit the killing of birds of any 
kind whatsoever except game birds , and 
these game birds should be religiously pro¬ 
tected during close seasons, and such other 
seasons as the Government may consider 
it advisable to protect them. 

8. Rule 3 appears to bo a good and 
reasonable one, and Rule 4 is one which 
has been sadly needed up to date. 

With regard to the poisoning of water 
nnd the use of dynamite Or Other explosives 
I would treat persons guilty of these 
practices with the greatest possible 
soverity. 

As for “ fixed engines" and “ small 
meshed nets " the systematic, instant con¬ 
fiscation, and destruction of these devices 
would perhaps be sufficient penalty. 

4. With regard to the licenses re¬ 
quired for the shooting at and killing of 
game—Rules 0 and 9 appear to be good 
and explicit— but—-I cannot find any refer¬ 
ence in the Rules to the licenses which 
should be taken out for fishing. 

Should any rule be framed and added 
regarding such licenses, a distinction and 
difference would seem called for between 
licenses for net fishing and licenses for 
hook and line fishing. Tho net being a 
much more wholesale and certain way of 
capturing fish than with lines and hooks. 
I Have omitted tho word rod advisedly, as 
many native fishermen, and some Euro¬ 
peans uso no rod, but simply cast their 
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baited boobs bj band from a coil of lino 
bold by the other hand or by tho feet, some¬ 
times towing it along as they wade through 
the water, or having it towed by a boat or 
other floating contrivance. The distinc¬ 
tion (if any ia to be made) should there¬ 
fore bo between net fishing and line and 
hook fishing, rods of'course being per¬ 
missible with the tines and hooka, should 
the fisherman desire to UBe them. 


(Enclosure No. 3 to the above.) 

Ltllet No. 1368. dated 6th June 1901. from the Deputy 
Excise. Commissioner in Mysore, to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Bangalore District, 

With reference to your letter No. 273 
of the 17th April 1901, enclosing a copy 
of the Draft Game Rules, I have the honor 
to reply that the Rules as a whole seem 
fair and reasonable. I would however 
auggest that No. 2 be omitted as being 
quite unnecessary. 

No. 3—tbe dates should be altered 
from 1st January to 1st June to 1st March 
until 1st August. 

No. 4—the size of the mesh should 
be increased say to 2£ inches. 

No. 6 (h )—dates to bo altered to 
l6t June to 1st October. 

No. 7-—in addition to tho provisions 
contained in this Rule, I think the number 
of bull bison and stag snmbhur should be 
limited to soy 2 of each in any one district 
per annum. 

To No. 10 I would add “or any 
•other person authorized by Government. 

The Game Act is undoubtedly a step in 
the right direction, but I foresee there will 
be great difficulty in carrying out its pro¬ 
visions so as to reach those who are at 
present doing their best to destroy all tho 
game in the country, and those are more 
especially those wandering tribes who 
snare any living thing for the sAkc of its 
Hesh or skin. Also the villagers who make 
it a practice to drive antelope into Dots 
without any respect to sex or age. 

I also consider that a reward of at 
least Rs. 15 a head for wild dogs should 
be offered, as they are most destructive 
to game of all kinds and are very difficult 
to kill. 

The license should havo nn identifica¬ 
tion column to prevent its transfer. 

Great care should bo taken in tho 
granting of gun licenses, the cost of which 
should be raised to Rs. 2 a year, and 
the pursuit of game outside the licensee's 
boundary most strictly prohibited. If this 
is not carried out any rules framed under 
tho game act will be practically useless, 
and only hamper the sportsman whilst in 
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no way preventing pouching, as the gun 
I icon SCO will for all practical purposes be 

f >laced on tho same footing as a game 
iconso owner without the restrictions. 


(Eoclosnrc No. 4- to tho above.) 

Letter dated Bangalore, 27th May 1901, from Ur. 0. 

Bro\en. 

I have the honor to acknowledge ro* 
ceipt of your letter No. C. 273 of the 17th 
ultimo, enclosing copy of the Government 
Official Memorandum No. 13769-76—Leg. 
99, dated the 15th April 1901, and the 
Drpft Rules proposed to be issued under 
the Mysore Game and Fish Preservation 
Regulation, II of 1901, and asking me to 
furnish you with my opinion on the subject. 

I thank you for giving me the oppor¬ 
tunity of expressing my opinion and liavo 
pleasure in doing so as follows :— 

The Game Act is urgently needed in 
Mysore and the Regulation will come into 
operation none too soon. But, to restriot 
■its operation to local ureas will, in my opi¬ 
nion, stultify its object. The Act should 
apply to every part of tho Province, and 
to thoroughly enforce the observance of 
tho Rules, a special set of Game-watchers, 
by preference pensioned sepoys, should bo 
employed under the supervision of an ex¬ 
perienced European Officer skilled in 
woodcraft, and one who would work the 
department in an up to date style, making 
« study of how things arc done in the Deer 
Forests of Scotland. If possible this de¬ 
partment should not be placed under the 
control of the Forest Department, nnd wat¬ 
chers should not bo recruited locally. By 
making this a separate department, there 
would be two sets of watchers acting as a 
check on one another. Firstly, tho Forest 
watchers to prevent poachers trespassing 
into Reserved Forests, and secondly, the 
Game-watchers to genemlly enforce the 
Roles, nnd to prevent the illicit destruction 
of game. 

The beats of Forest-watchers are too 
extensive to admit of their keeping a strict 
watch on poachers who wait until the 
watcher is at the other end of his beat 
before commencing operations. By having 
a separate body of Game-watchers, under 
strict supervision, to whom the Forest- 
watchers can render valuable aid, the 
native poacher will find his occupation a 
risky one, nnd will not be able to follow it 
with impunity as hitherto. 

To realise the extent to which poach¬ 
ing is practised, one need only camp in the 
vicinity of any of tho Mysoro Forests. Shots 
will bo heard throughout tho night, and 
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much game jg destroyed irrespective of ago 
or ses, by natives who mostly live in the 
adjacent hamlets. These men cither ignore 
the Forest-watcher, who may be miles 
away, or are in collusion with him. Hence 
the urgent necessity for a set of Game- 
watchers, strangers to the district, who 
will make it their special duty to detect all 
cases of poaching. 

Many of these poachers own licensed 
guDe, but many more possess unlicensed 
ones, and I venture to remark that if the 
Arms Act had been rigidly enforced, each 
applicant for a license being made to show 
good and sufficient reason for wishing to 
possess a gun, the decimation of game 
would not have reached such proportions 
as to call for a Game Act. A revised 
system is needed, to control the issue of 
gun licenses, and to check the actual 
number of guns in the possession of villa¬ 
gers. The plea that guns are needed to 
protect crops from wild animals is a plau¬ 
sible one, but the fact is that more game 
is killed in the forests by the owners of 
guns licensed for the protection of fields, 
than by anybody else. In cases where it 
is found necessary to fire at game animals 
doing damage to crops, in the vicinity of 
tho forests, the Game-watchers might be 
deputed to do it. A few old muskets with 
a supply of blank ammunition is all that 
would be needed. It is also said that guns 
are required to protect the villagers from 
tigers sod other dangerous animals; well 
and good, but surely two or three guns, in 
the hands of shikaris known to be equal 
to facing these animals, are amply suffi¬ 
cient for the purpose. There is no neces¬ 
sity for so many guns, in every hamlet, 
the average possessors of which are inca¬ 
pable of shooting anything more dangerous 
than an unfortunate deer, immature male, 
female or fawn, mailing no difference. It 
is all meat I 

The amount of game shot by Euro¬ 
pean sportsmen is a mere bngatello when 
compared with what is annually destroyed 
by the natives of the Province in the fol¬ 
lowing ways:— 

Pea-fowl and jungle-fowl arc shot on 
moonlight nights by poachers who have 
previously noted their roosting places, while 
“ Godcy Batay ” shikaris snare not only 
thoso birds, but partridges and quails, at 
all times, and particularly in the breeding 
eeason. 

Autelope are snared by placing wire 
nooses on their runs, and by turning looso 
a tame buck with nooses attached to his 
horns. The wild bucks get their horns 
entangled while fighting with the intruder. 
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Antelope, hares, anti all kinds of fea¬ 
thered game, arc destroyed in large 
numbers by villagers, in the periodical 
Naads," or *' Biitsiys," tv hen the men of 
several villages join together and hunt the 
country for miles. By encircling portions 
of the country at a time, and closing in, 
nothing from quail to antelope escapes 
them. Every roan is armed with a cudgel, 
and the number of hares thus slaughtered 
is enormous. 1 saw as many as 70 killed 
by the men of one village who took part 
in such a drive, and as there wore throe 
other villages engaged in the drive, pro¬ 
bably over 200 hares were killed in that 
ono “ Naad." 

Hares are incessantly netted, not only 
near cultivated fields but in the scrub 
jungle as well, and their numbers reduced 
to vanishing point. Before suppressing 
these practices it will bo necessary to con¬ 
sider how an increase in the numbers of 
hares, and antelope, under protection, is 
likuly to affect the agriculturist: hares 
as well as antelope arc very destructive 
to growing crops, particularly ao whoa the 
crops are young. 

Large gime animals are surrounded 
by nets auJ speared therein, irrespective 
of age or sex. Tins style of sport may ho 
legitimate with tigers, panthers, bears, 
wolves, wild pigs, and other vermin, but 
should be entirely prohibited iu the case of 
all game animals. I have seen a herd of 
deer thus exterminated. 

To enforce the Rules, and to obtain 
convictions, when village communities are 
the offenders, will bo no easy matter. 
Until a sufficient staff of watchers is 
maintained to check the evil practices above 
mentioned, native poachers will find it easy 
ono ugh to continue the illicit destruction 
of game, and the Regulation will do littlo 
more*than curtail the liberties of sports- 
mcn, who pay for shooting licenses, while 
the native poacher will have it all his own 
way and continue to kill game without 
cither gun license, or shooting license. 

I have heard it remarked that evory 
one, whether European or Native, should 
be made to pay a gun license fee of Rs. 5 
per annum, but this will urees heavily on 
uume, particularly on natives. Tho pre¬ 
servation of game can only be secured by 
a stiff fee for shooting licenses, and on 
adequate system of watching. The poorer 
classes of natives shoot flying foxes, 
wild pigs, and many other Bmall animals, 
for food. Those animals are not game, 
and it will be a hardship on such people to 
attempt to make them pay a heavy guu 
license. 
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I notice that the number of wolves 
and jungle dogs is on the increase, and a 
reward-should be offered for their destruc¬ 
tion. Twice during the past three mouths 
I have seen antelope being run down by 
wolves. Tncre are many kinds of hawks, 
owls, nnd smaller vermin, together with 
jackals, the silver fox, the mongoose, and 
snakes, all of which destroy hares and 
feathered game. The hot weather firo9 are 
also the cause of great destruction. 

Much may be done to protect gamo 
by judicious legislation, but far more will 
be done by enlisting the sympathies of tho 
cultivators, and natives who live in tho 
neighbourhood of forests, where game is 
to be found. If these people decide to 
unite, and retaliate, in consequence of their 
beiDg deprived of the right to kill game as 
heretofore, then the extermination of game 
will commence in earnest, and it will cost 
the Stato much monoy to enforce the 
Regulation. Take for instance tbe large 
forests in the Mysore district, where the 
Kurubar reigns supreme, and where without 
liis help nothing can be done. What is to 
prevent this tribe retaliating with impu¬ 
nity f It will therefore ba advisable to 
move cautiously when introducing the new 
Regulation. Nothing should bo done to 
court opposition from the jungle tribes, 
or from those owning cultivated land, or 
coffee estates, near tho large forests. 
This has been proved in the Nilgiris, 
where in consequence of some vexatious 
prosecutions by the Nilgiri Game Associa¬ 
tion, sambhnr are simply shot at sight 
when found on certain properties. Tin's 
is the result of getting peoples’ backs up ! 

With regard to the Draft Rules under 
the Regulation, I venture to remark as 
follows: — 

Rule 1, prohibiting entirely the killing 
of monkeys, and parrots, Ac., requires 
modification. As it now stands, it is not 
clear whether monkeys and parrots, which 
do considerable damage to coffee, fruit, 
and other crops, come under the “ excep¬ 
tion” provided for in Section 12 of the 
Regulation. If their destruction is abso¬ 
lutely prohibited, the owners of cultivated 
land will be entitled to compensation for 
the damage caused to any crops thereon, 
by monkeys or parrots. Native gardeners 
have often asked me to shoot tho monkeys 
infesting their cocoauut gardens, where 
not a single cocoanut was harvested, in 
consequence of the mischiovous depreda¬ 
tions of these animals. Apparently even 
the native’s religious toleration oF the 
monkey has a limit; this is reached when 
bis pocket is touched. 



Rule 2, prohibiting tlic shooting of 
pea-fowl mid jungle-fowl for Ji period of 5 
years. I do Dot think this necessary, if 
tho snaring of these birds ns already stated, 
■acd their destruction by poachers, is sup- 

E rcssod. The regular sportsman shoots 
ut few, and the birds breed rapidly, pro- 
vided that their nests nro not disturbed. 
Native cattle-herds, mostly boys, ore in 
the Imbit of removing the eggs of pea-fowl, 
jungle-fowl, bustard and partridge. Not 
only are the eggs removed, but those cul¬ 
prits often succeed iu killing the parent 
birds on their nests, or snare thorn by 
placing nooses round Lire nests. Largo 
numbers of nests of the sky -lark sto thus 
destroyed annually. 

Rule 6, needs considerable modifica¬ 
tion. It is unnecessary to make a close 
Mason For migrator}' birds, such as snipe, 
duck and teal, florican, &c., as they do 
not breed in Mysore. To prohibit shoot¬ 
ing them from the 1st March curbtila sport 
for at least six weeks to two months, and 
nothing is thereby gained. These birds 
migrate after l he first rains, the only ex¬ 
ceptions being the grey duck, whistling 
teal, a few cotton teal, the so-called 

1 tainted snipe, really not a snipe nt all, 
tald cootes, divers, and water-lions. 
Some of thesu bmls arc not game, and fow 
sportsmen fire at cootes and divere, &c. 
With these exceptions all other varieties of 
duck and teal, ns well as snipe, wood¬ 
cock, florican, &c., may be shot from the 
time they make their appearance uotil 
they migrate in 'May. Tnc grey duck 
breeds in the largo quiet tanks in the in¬ 
terior of the Province, during the cold 
scasnrt, that is, during the shooting season 
as now provided for by the Rules. This 
duck, and probably whistling teal, will 
need a special cloao time. Otherwise, the 
close season, between the 1st of March and 
tho 1st of September, will suit for hares, 
and all other feathered game which does 
not migrate annually. 

The close season for bison is not at 
all suitable. The best time for bison¬ 
shooting in Mysore is during the S. W. 
monsoon, and 1 see no necessity for prohi¬ 
biting the same. The bulk of the cows 
calve in September, a few only in April. 
If tbe herds are not molested, solitary bulls 
may be shot at any time, without doiug 
harm. However, the boat time appeare to 
bo from April until the grass becomes too 
high to follow them. 

Rule 7, prohibits the shooting of malo 
sambhar and spotted deer, when their 
horns ore in velvet, and when they are 
hornless. There is no difficulty regarding 
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sambhar, which shed their horns at the 
commencement of the* close season, and nro 
in hard horn again about October. It is 
different with the spotted deer, which 
sheds its horns at all times of the year, 
so that bucks in hard horn, in velvet, and 
without horns, may bo found simultaneous* 
ly, It is easy enough lo see that a stag 
Ims no horns, but by no means so easy to 
tell whether 1m is in hard or soft horn, 
especially when lie breaks in cover and his 
horns arc partially seen, also when he is 
seen in the open at long range and the 
Bportsmnn has no glasses, or no time to use 
town. No matter how careful n sportsman 
may be, lie is liable to make mistakes on 
such occasions. Deer have been so har¬ 
assed by poachers that, even in tho big 
forests, they seldom oiler an open shot, and 
the sportsman, if he wishes to bag at all, 
must practise snap shooting. Mistakes 
must occur, and unless it is shown that a 
man makes it & habit to shoot stags in 
velvet, the occasional accidental shooting 
of such should not constitute an offence. 
It is in coses like this, that vexatious pro¬ 
secutions havo created much ill-feeling, on 
the Nilgiris. 

The term " immature male M of bison, 
samlihar, antelope, ibex, or any other 
variety of deer, might be made clearer. An 
old Imnd, satiated with sport, seldom fires 
at these animals unless he Bees that their 
horns are worth securing ns a trophy ; but 
the tyro can hardly bo expected to exer¬ 
cise such restraint, lie is engcr to shoot 
something, and is apt' to fire at tho first 
stag lie sees. Moreover the size of horns, 
except to the experienced eye, is most de¬ 
ceptive. All cannot expect to bag record 
heads, therefore, some happy medium 
should be decided on as regards the size of 
horns that may be bagged. It has to be 
seen whether the shooting of mature stags 
only is deteriorating the remainder, and 
it is doubtful whether the absolute protec¬ 
tion of female deer conduces to tho pro¬ 
duction oF an increased number of stags 
with good horns. These two practices 
eoem to have produced negative results on 
the Nilgiris, where hundreds of barren do© 
aambhar, accompanied by immature stags 
only, roam over tho Koondas, and mature 
stags are seldom seen. It may be that the 
killing of mature stags alone, has upset tho 
balance of nature, and that tho offspring 
of immature stags lias deteriorated. Or, 
finding that when they join the hinds 
they present a target to some ehootist, the 
oldur stags hovo taken themselves off to 
the very densest covers, iu Iho heavy 
forests, avoiding the hinds, which are 
served by immature stags only. It may 



37 


also be Lhat, owing to the largo increase of 
Does under protection, and tho small 
number of mature stag* now in existence, 
the opening of the shooting season, in 
November, interferes with the rutting sea¬ 
son ; the mature stags being the only ones 
shot at. Here we need the ad vice of the 
experienced European game-keeper. In 
Scotland it is fouud advantageous to kill 
off the barren Docs, and some such ar¬ 
rangement might improve matters on the 
Nilgiria. The native poacher may not bo 
an unmixed evil after all, he hcl|>s to pre¬ 
serve the balance of tho sexes, which ia 
destroyed by shooting the mature stags 
alone. The opinion on the Nilgiria is, that 
the few stags that have been shot by 
liccnse-licrldcre cannot interfere with the 
supply of mature stags, which, it is thought, 
are still killed in large numbers, by poach¬ 
ers whom the Forest-watch era, and Game- 
watchers, cannot, or will not briug to 
hook. 

It is to be hoped a hotter result will 
be ottainod in Mysore, and Lhat those, to 
whom the management of tho Game de¬ 
partment may be allotted, will take ad¬ 
vantage of the experience gained on the 
Nilgiris. 

It frequently happens that two or 
more antelope are killed with a single bul¬ 
let. Modern small bore rifles, such ns the 
*303, have such enormous power that even 
soft nosod bullets are driven through two 
animals. The buck of a herd maybe aimed 
at, and brought down, together with a 
female, or immature buck standing yards 
beyond in the line of fire. Such accidents 
cannot be regarded.as a wanton bre3ch of 
the Kules, nor should their occurrence bo 
considered an offence. Vexatious prose¬ 
cutions may, in similar cases, create much, 
fll-fccling. 

Rule 8. The fee of Rs. 10-0-0 is by 
no means high, and nobody who can afford 
to go out 6hootiug will grumble at it. There 
arc some who think that a highor fee 
would more effectually preserve game, but 
they should remember chere ore numbers 
of Europeans and Eurasians, drawingsmall 
salaries, who get very few holidays in the 
year, to whom a days shooting is mo6t 
enjoyable. These men mny not get more 
than a couple of days in the season, and if 
they confine themselves to email game 
alono, a special license might be granted 
them for Rs. 5-0-0. A similar 6peciol 
license might alao be granted to shikaris 
who make their living by supplying the 
markets with snipe and wild-fowl; but, 
they should be prohibited shooting ante¬ 
lope, florican, and any other feathered 
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game, excepting tlio two kinds first men¬ 
tioned. It is sickening to boo the numbers 
oF antelope, docs as well as immature 
bucks, and fawns, liawked about for sale 
in the Bangalore Cantonment market. 

Rule 13 might, with advantage, in¬ 
clude license-holders in the list of persona 
empowered to arrest offenders under tbo 
circumstances referred to in Section 11 of 
the Regulation . 4 . 

I havo not dovoted much time to 
angling, nor am I versed in the habits of 
fish. I fancy the class of fishermen called 
“ Boondav BeBthru " a tribe of wanderers, 
who fish every river during the hot months 
whan the water is low, must dostroy an 
enormous quantity of fiBh of all kinds. 
Having camped at a point on a river, they 
fish the locality, a couple of miles up and 
down stream, and having Bold the fish 
captured to the natives of tho adjacent 
villages, they then pack up their traps and 
move up stream a few miles, pitch camp 
and repeat the process. I saw these men 
at work on tho Cubbany river a couple of 
years ago, and was surprised at the quan¬ 
tity of fish captured by them. Four or 
five cart-loads, a morning, would be a fair 
estimate. 1 paid no attention to the size 
of mesh in their nets, but I (lid not observe 
any fish much below bix inches in length. 
If tho spawning season, as stated in the 
Draft Rules, 1st January to 1st June, 
applies to the rivers in the Mysore Pro¬ 
vince, the destruction caused by these 
people is simply enormous. 

If you hove not alrondy asked Col. 
Ross Thompson for hiB opinion, you may 
with advantage write to him. Ho is a keen 
angler, and will I am sure be able to give 
you some useful suggestions. 

Trusting that the foregoing may prove 
of some value to you, and hoping to be 
kept informed of any alterations in the 
Draft Rules. 

{Enclosure No. 5 to the above.) 

Letter No. 230, doted Clcrepet, ltl July 1901, from tho 
A uitloni Commissioner ,' Cloiepet U ‘vision, to tho 
Deputy Commitrumer, Bangalore District. 

With reference to your Circular 
No. 273, dated ]7th April 1901, calling for 
my opinion regarding the Draft Rulefl pro¬ 
posed to be issued under the Mysore Gamo 
and Fish Preservation Regulation II of 
1901,1 have the honor to state os follows:— 

(1) An enumeration of the birdB of 
j song will, I think, lead 

to a better understand¬ 
ing of the scope of prohibition contained 
irf the rule and thus will tend to diminish to 
some extent the frequency of its viplations. 
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(11) Certain species of monkeys are, 

as experience establishes, capable of caus¬ 
ing injury to human beings ami to private 
property. Cases can be imagined in which 
the killing of such animals will be necessary 
and must be regarded as justifiable. 

The right of fishery in tanks is usually 
Rola ^ sold and exercised 

between the months of 
March and June, during which period the 
scanty quantity of water in them permits 
the catching of fish. Such tuile of the right 
of fishery which forms a pretty large source 
of Government Revenue clashes with Rule 
3. 


The Deputy Amihlar of Goscpet pro- 
j, . .Q poses that “ Executive 

a a officers of the Rev¬ 

enue, Forest and Excise Departments, of 
and above the rank of Shokdar, Forester 
And Excise Inspector” may be authorized to 
call for and examine licenses issued under 
RuleQ. With a view to ensure more 
thorough checking of the licenses the adop¬ 
tion of this proposal appears to my mind 
to be very necessary. The proposed power 
not being very responsible per ae, do objec¬ 
tion can be urged against it. 

The Amildar of Chonnapatna thinks 
_ . that the power of 

Hale 13. * - r i . 

arrest is far too re¬ 


sponsible for certain officials comprised in 
the Rule, it seems to me Hint the objection 
is not sound. It is premature to Bay at 
this stage whether the proposed power is 
likely to be abused despite the serious 
consequences which will certainly result 
from such a course of conduct. The power 
of arrest proposed to bo given to watchers, 
constables, patele and slmnboga under 
tho circumstances mentioned in the Rule 


appears to be very necessary in the interest 
of the successful working of Rule 11, 
Section 59 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
for instance, entrusts even private 
individuals with the power of arresting 
persons who commit in their view any 
offence which is both non-baiiable and 
Don-cognisable. Although it must bo 
conceded that this power is far more re¬ 
sponsible than that proposed in Rule 13, it 
cannot be contended that it has given room 
for abuse or corruption. 

2. The Regulation and the Rule* 
framed thereunder do not specifically state 
whether the offences punishable under 
them are bailable or not. I understand 
that the provisions of the Criminal Proce- 
dure'Code regarding the trial of offences, 
the mode of recording evidence, the dis¬ 
posal of arrested persons and the other 
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matters relating to procedure also govern 
the case9 under the Regulation and the 
Rules. 

3. As regards the local areas into 
which the Regulation and the rules ought 
to bo introduced, I have the honor to state 
that 1 find no areas in this Division which 
can be exempted from their operation. 
The taluk of Kanknnhalli and the sub* 
taluk of Closcpct including several portions 
of Magadi and Chnnnnpatna taluks arc 
forest areas, the game of which requiro 
protection under the Regulation. The 
existence of many and large tanks in tho 
taluks of Cliannapatna and Magadi is an 
indication of the existence of game and fish. 
The comparatively close proximity of this 
Division to Bangalore and the obundanco 
of game in it at one time appear to have 
attracted frequent shikari visitors and to 
have been trie cause of an appreciable 
amount of reduction in game. From local 
enquiries I understand that even at the 
present day Kurobalgod State Forest, which 
is nearest to Bangalore, is not without 
attraction to many Eurasians at Bangalore. 
Tho residence of a large number of 
shikaris in this Division and tho possession 
of a large number of guns by the people 
aro further factors contributing to tho 
reduction of game. The necessity of intro¬ 
ducing tho Regulation in places where once 
much game prevailed and where facilities 
for increase exist is sufficiently clear; and 
I have only to state that the Closepct 
Division is essentially such a tract of 
country comprising, ns it does, of very large 
forest tracts and tanks. The hilly tracts 
of Magadi, Kankonhalli and Chanonpatna, 
including Closepet, contain the greatest 
proportion of jungle; and treeB and bushes 
grow abundantly especially in the ravines 
between the heights. This Division con¬ 
tains nearly twelve-thirteenth of the total 
area of State Forest in the Bangalore 
district. 

4. The observations made by Mr. Bice 
in his Gazetteer, establish that especially 
big game of the Bangalore district is con¬ 
fined to this Division. In pages 14 and 
15 of Volume II, Mr. Rice Bays regard itg 
wild animals as follows;— 

“ Early legends tenant the ancient 
forests which covered the district with the 
following wild animals;— 

Simha, the lion; Sardxtla, tho tiger; 
Harina, tho deer; Kayi, the monkoy; 
OneUuLi, the bear ; Knnjara , the elephant; 
Srigala, the jackal; Mahisha, the buffalo ; 
liidala, the cat; Chumara, the yak or per¬ 
haps the bison. Tho lion, it is needless to 
say, no longer ranges tho forest, nor are 
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tlic elephant, bison and wild buffalo now 
to be nu t with, though tin* first is SBid to 
appear occasionally in the south of tho 
Katiknnholli taluk. But to the remainder 
on the list may l>e added the cheetah or 
panther, the wild hog and the porcupine. 
The larger game, which is not plentiful, is 
mostly confined to the Magadi, Kankan- 
halli and Closepet taluks.** 

5. The above observations sufficient¬ 
ly establish the necessity for introducing 
the Regulation and the Rules framed there¬ 
under into the whole Division. Tho De¬ 
puty Amildar of Closepet is right, 1 think, 
in proposing their introduction into his 
sub-taluk; while the Amildar of Clianna- 
patnais wrong in holding that no necessity 
cxista for their application to his taluk or 
any portion of it. The Amildar of Mngadi 
proposes that tho Regulation may be in¬ 
troduced, as «d experimental measure, iuU> 
two hobha of his taluk, viz., Mudnbal and 
kasaba Magadi. He evidently forgets that 
the major portion of Tavarekore hobli is 
essentially a forest tract, wliilo the low- 
lying grounds of remaining ltoblis are 
occupied with a series of tanks varying fa 
size from small ponds to considerable lakes. 
The Amildar of KanknnhMli has not yet 
replied to my reference inviting his opinion. 
Owing to which circumstance, my reply was 
to some extent delayed. 


fEiclojun N<>. 6. to the above) 

Letter I To. 14-18, <lule427th June 1801, from the As* i’*a- 
ant Commissioner, Bangalore Dicisinn, In tho 
Deputy Commisr-ie-ner, Bangalore Distriei. 

"With reference to your No. 273, dalcd 
17th April 1901, calling for opinion on the 
Draft Rules under Regulation II of 1901, 
I have tho honor to submit that the Rules, 
with the exception of the last clause of the 
preamble os shown in 
** But tbe provisions the mftrgin, are well 
lic.n.m.1,.11 >n< ) w jH 

not upply to Statu . 

F.mul ,.i D.„u. moot the pr.-Mnt re- 
tions.” quiremenfs of tho 

coiintiy and may be 
introduced throughout the Province. 


(Enclocorv No 7, to the above) 

Letter No. 1079, dated Cautp Iliudignal, dated I3l\ 
Jane 1901, from the Assistant fommiinWr, 

If os hots Division, to the Deputy Commissioner, ' 
Bangalore District. 

With reference to your No. C. 273 of 
17tli April last, calling for opinion on tho 
Draft of Rules proposed to be issued under 
the Mysore Game and Fish Preservation 
Regulation II of 1901, I have tho honor 
state that it would he better if the patels 
and shaubogs are also iuvest&l with the 
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f ower of calling for production of licenses, 
f these servants take interest, the Kales 
would work well. 

II. As regurda the local areas into 
which the Regulation may be introduced, I 
beg to state that it need not be restricted 
to a particular area but extended to the 
whole Province— bo that sportsmen may 
not rush to the unrestricted area and de¬ 
stroy taking advantage of the uon-intro- 
daction of that Regulation in that particu¬ 
lar area. 

III. Copies of the Regulation in 
Kanarcee may be printed and distributed 
among patels and slum bogs. 

IV. To prevent an indiscriminate 
destruction of birds and Ash, I think, it 
would be well to charge a fee of lls. 30 at 
least for each been so, so that only gentle¬ 
men that understand the Rules and are 
fond of real gaino might obtain permission, 
and that tho others who wish to make a 
profit out of it may bo prevented to some 
extent. 


No. 11. 

Letter C. No. 112, dated Camp Champion 
Reefs, 15t/i July 100 1, from the Deputy 
Commissioner, Kolar District, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Mysore, 
General and Revenue Departments. 
With reference to your Official Memo¬ 
randum No. 13769-76—Logis. 99, dated 
15th April 1901, calling for opinion on tho 
Draft Rules proposed to bo issued under 
the Mysore Game and Fiah Preservation 
Regulation, I would suggest the following 
modifications :— 

(1) Rule 2 is unnecessary as pea¬ 
fowl and jungle-fowl will be 
sufficiently protectod by Rule 
6 (a). 

(2) Rule 6 (a) should be amplified, 
and the shooting of snipe, duck, 
and teal should be allowod up 
to the let April. 

The Regulation should be made appli¬ 
cable to the whole Mysore Province with¬ 
out restriction, if it is to be of any perma¬ 
nent benefit. 


No. 12. 

Letter No. 192, dated Chitaldrug, 24 th — 
27tfc August 1901, from the Deputy 
Commissioner, Chilaldrug District , to 
the Secretary to the Government of My¬ 
sore, General and Revenue Departments. 

Referring to your Official Memoran¬ 
dum No. 13769-76—Logis. 99 of the 15th 



43 


April lOOt, 1 hare the honor to submit 
herewith copies of the opiniuns of Messrs. 
Arbuthnott, Hood Master, Government 
High School, Cbitaldrug, R. Malmdeva llao, 
Amildar of Holalkcre, und Mahomed Obci- 
dulla. Deputy Amildar of Uarihnr sub- 
taluk, on tiio Draft Rules proposed to be 
issued under the Mysore Game and Fiah 
Preservation Regulation IJ of 1901. Per¬ 
sonally I am not a sportsman ajid am not 
in favor of killing birds or other game 
merely for the love of sport. Wild beasts 
which do damage to cattle and men may 
be killed and birds which do damage to 
crops may bo scared away by means of 
a gun. Beyond Lhis I would discourage the 
killing of b’rds or other game as much os 
possible. 


(Etclosor* No. 1 to the above.) 

Letter No. Ill, doted Chi told rttlj, 2 tnd July 1901, 

front Ur. J. ArLuthnott to the Deputy Contnui- 

tinner, Chilaldrug District. 

With reference to your docket No. 187 
of the 19th July, I havo the honor to state 
that I regret not having 6ent an early reply 
to your docket No. 1331-34 of tho 30th 
April, as I was only too glad to welcome the 
llysoro Game and Fish Regulations with 
which I was quite in accord and was there¬ 
fore under tho impression that au early 
reply was unnecessary. 

I have only a few remarks to make, 
which are not of a Very important nature, 
from my experience as a sportsman for 
the past 30 years in Mysore. 

2. In pan» 2 of the Game and Fish 
Regulations, I notice that snipe and goose 
are omitted under' Game.’ The former is a 
very great favorite among sportsmen from 
the delicacy of its flesh aod is highly 
prized. The latter is a good large gamo 
bird, but is found only in small numbers 
in tanks but in large flocks of aoveral 
hundreds on the banks of the Cauvery. 

3. I have very great doubts of the 
real ibex of the Alps, Pyrannoes and Car¬ 
pathians being found in Mysore. 

The mountain goat of Mysore is a 
species of ibe* with horns receding to the 
length of 10 or 12 inches, but bears no 
comparison with its compeer of the Alps, 
which has a hard sweep of horns three feet 
in length, from its head almost to its 
hannehee, with protuberant transverse 
Semi-circular rings on the front side of tbe 
torn unlike that of the mountain goat of 
Mysore. The inoutain goats which I saw 
ton years ago at Jogi Matt aro no longer 
to be seen. 



4. To preserve the few jungle 1 sheep 
and sambhar still left at Jogi llatt, early 
orders should be given to stop the shoot¬ 
ing of these animals for 2 or 3 years at 
least at Jogi Matt. 

5. In para (1) of the Draft Rules 
only Brahmin kites ns birds of prey aro 
absolutely prohibited from being killed. 

In course of time nil carrion birds and 
birds of prtsy should lie absolutely prohi¬ 
bited from being killed as they are of great 
service to man. 

All carrion birds such as vultures 
buzzards, common kites and crows devour 
the carcasses of animals nnd the offal of 
all animals and birds that are killed for 
food and aro thus the scavengers of nature. 

All birds of prey such as kites, crows, 
falcons, hawks and owls destroy large num¬ 
bers of rots and mice and aro true friends 
of the former. 

They also destroy scorpions, centi¬ 
pedes, lizards, beetles, caterpillars (which 
damage the corn fields, vegetable, fruit and 
flower gardens) and even poisonous ser¬ 
pents. 

In Jamaica a fine of £5 is imposed on 
any one killing a buzzard, and a fine of fifty 
rupees on any one killing the adjutant or 
scavenger bird in Calcutta. 

Many of tlicso birds arc probably 
killed for their plumage or for featherbeds 
and pillows or to be used aa ornaments for 
ladies’ hats. Even the wing of n raven, 
ibis or aignetto forms a no mean ornament 
to a lady’s hat. 

6. In para 2 of Draft Rules pea¬ 
fowl and jungle-fowl arc not. to bo killed 
for tlio next 5 years, but hill and forest 
tribes are experts in capturing or ensnar¬ 
ing them. The rule may include both by 
wording it. It is not lawful to or it shall 
not be lawful to kill or ensnare pea-fowl 
or jungle-fowls, ire. 

7. (A) In Draft Rule 8 the licenso 
feo of 10 rupees will Fall heavy on tlioso 
hunters living in the environs or suburbs 
of large cities like Bangalore and Mysore or 
in the cities themselves and whoso whole 
shooting is confined to shooting duck, teal 
and snipe and rarely grouse or partridge 
to supply the market with gnmo birds or 
tho tables of the gentry or the tables of 
all flesh-eaters of every caste ftDd creed 
with the dainty flesh of these highly prized 
birds of tank, brook, moor and Ten. 

The life of a huntsman is very differ¬ 
ent from that of a sportsman. To tho 
former hunting is a menus of livelihood 



to the latter it in a source of pleasure and 
enjoyment. Some concession may there¬ 
fore bo shown to this class of hunters on 
account of the hard and precarious life 
they lend to obtain nn honest livelihood, 
while their services are highly appreciated 
by nil lovers of game birds, especially by 
ladies, the infirm and aged and by such ns 
are not able to use-fire arms, and tho 
license fee reduced to Rs. 5 only in their 
-ease. 

8. (B) The Draft Rules refer to only 
«uch persons as arc allowed to tnkc licenses 
for guns but not to such as ar© not allow¬ 
ed to take licenses, as the forest and hill 
tribes on account of their predatory habits. 

Some license fee may bo imposed on 
them to bring them under the Game Laws 
and thus to have a better control and watch 
ovor thoir movements and doings with the 
object eventually if possible of inducing 
them by force of habit and circumstances 
to give up their predatory habits and to 
settle down to some quite and honest mode 
of life whether pastoral or agricultural, as 
many of their tribes-men have done. 

The Korachas, Koram as, Korftrars, 
Ku rumbas and Lainbanisare very expert in 
ensnaring game such ns antelope, hare, pea¬ 
fowl, jungle-fowl, grouse, partridge, quail, 
duck teal, &e., water-fowl of all kinds 
whether waders or divers by means of nets 
with large meshes for aninmls and by 
nooses tied to small stakes fixed in the 
ground and extending for half a furlong or 
more along the OOSy shorn of a tank or 
stream when aquatic birds seek for morsus, 
snails, steep, &c., are caught by the noose. 

In the months of April and May some 
of theBe wandering tribes bring buskfets of 
partridges, quails and sometimes 1 or 2 
pea-fowl and jungle-fowl into tho head¬ 
quarters of districts for sale- 

As these wandering tribes hnvo long 
enjoyed this privilege us a time honored 
custom and as capturing or ensnaring ani¬ 
mals is more arduous than shooting them 
and needs a great deal of patience, pro¬ 
bation and hardihood, as they are often 
forced by necessity to feed upon jackals, 
wolves, jungle-cats and other beasts of prey 
they may he granted a license to ensnare 
game for a fee of Rs. 3, per head providod 
thoy confine themselves to game birds and 
animals of prey without infringing the 
Draft Rules. 

Since these wandering tribes come in 
gangs of 12 io 20, the headman may bo 
granted the license, the names of the rest 
being entered at the back of the license 



46 


and for whose conduct and strict observ¬ 
ance of the Draft Rules lie will be hold 
responsible. 

9. I am entirely opposed to reducing 
the license fee of Rs. 10 in favor of any 
other class or tribe of hunters such us 
Bedas, Malnad Gowdas, Ac. 

I would exclude classes A and R 
rather than that the Draft Rules of tha 
Game Regulations should bo rendered im¬ 
practicable by exceptions and concessions. 

10. Tho Draft Rules may bo publish¬ 
ed with little or no alterations at present 
so that their working may bo in no way 
hampered or impoded and such additions 
or alterations made os may be found 
necessary hereafter. 


(Enclosure No. 2 to the ahovo.) 

Opinion on the Draft Ruler framed r*i nLr Regula¬ 
tion II of 1901, (The ifytoro Game and Fi-th 
Pruereation Regulation) by the Amildar of Ilolai- 
fcers Taluk. 

The absolute prohibition of the killing 
of pea-fowls, Ac., for a period of five years as 
laid down in Rule 2 may be made applic¬ 
able only to particular localities such as 
Bangalore and other big centres where it 
is apprehended the number of sportsmen 
may be large. Considering that a very 
large percentage of the population in My¬ 
sore are vegetarians and the number of 
sportsmen very few, the restriction of five 
years may with safety be removed. 

*2. Absolute prohibition of fishing for 
six months in the yeur as laid down in 
Rule 3 entails undue hardship both to the 
fish eating class and the fishermen who as 
a class being very poor and having no 
other avocation excepting fishing for their 
livelihood will suffer heavily. Having re¬ 
gard to the fact that sea fish is a rare 
commodity in Mysore, the prohibition may 
net be quite acceptable. Moreover, if fish¬ 
ing is prohibited from January to Juno, 
tho remaining period of the year being 
rainy season and the streams, Ac., being 
in high floods when fishing is seldom re¬ 
sorted to, it will virtually shut up fishiDg 
in streams, Ac., throughout the year. A 
large percentage of the population, as 
stated above being vegetarians Government 
ncod not apprehend any fear of exhausting 
the supply of fish in rivers, streams, Ac. 

3. Considering that the number of 
sportsmen is very small in tho Mysore Pro¬ 
vince the restriction laid out in Clauses A 
and B of Rule 6 may be removed without 
fear of diminishing Hie supply of game. 
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4s T do not think it is possible for a 
sportsman to make out from u distance 
whether tho gome is of the kind and sox 
permitted in Hole 7. This rule virtually 
prohibits sportsmen to attempt at shooting 
lor fear of punishment. 

5. The imposition of the license fee 
of Rs. 10 and lls. 20 as laid down in Rules 8 
and 9 is unduly severe, considering that 
the fishermen and sportsmen in Mysore 
belong to a particular class whose profes¬ 
sion in life is fishing and sporting from 
which they lmrdly eke out their living, no 
fee need be levied for granting licenses, in 
other words, the licenses shall be issued 
free. 

6. Theso licenses may with safety bo 
granted by the Amildars to avoid delay 
and needless trouble to sportsmen and 
fishermen from travelling all tho distance 
to district bend-quarters to obtain licenses 
from the District Magistrates. 

7. Rules 11 and 12 will again act as 
a hardship not only to sportsmen and 
fishermen, but also to flesh and fish eating 
population. 

8. Tho other provisions of the Rules 
may be allowed to renin in. 

9. In conclusion I bog to Btate that 
it should always be the object of tho Legis¬ 
lation to provent unnecessary sporting or 
fishing on an extravagant scale but not go 
ns to almost completely shut up sporting 
and fishing and thus deprive the neces¬ 
saries of life of the class of people who aio 
habituated to eat flesh and fish as appears 
to be the case from the present Draft 
Rules. 

(EcclcKdre No, 3 to tho above.) 

A'o. 7, doled 3rd July 1901, from the Amildar oj 
Harihar, 

Submitted. 

In Rule 2 the period of 5 years seems 
rather too long. It may be reduced to 
throe years. Complete rest for full three 
years would increase the number to a great 
extent. 

In Rule 6 fa) the class of season bird* 
may be excluded. These birds come in 
numerous flocks and do damage to the 
crops. The period of six months, viz., from 
1st March to let September provided by 
Section 6 (a) together with the period laid 
down in 6 ( b ) leave a very short period of 
three months and a half during which the 
licensee has to enjoy tho privileges of tho 
license granted to him. 
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Tlic females of animals mm tinned in 
■Rule 7 may lx* protected (luring the breed¬ 
ing season. To restrict their destruction 
throughout the year in several eases would 
cause much damage to the crops and con¬ 
sequently a good dual of loss lo the raivats. 
Males of these animals when their horns 
are in velvet have to bo protected. 

A fee of ten rupees as laid down in 
Rule 6 is too much and it may l>o reduced 
to ono rupee. The fee for a license through¬ 
out the Province lias also to be reduced to 
one of i> rupees. 

Rules 11 nnd 12 have to bo worked out 
with groat difficulty. They would not only 

| >revcnt the poor in earning their livcli- 
lood hut also cause much inconvenionco to 
the public and to the trade ns well. In 
places situated on the banks of rivers and 
also where there is demand for fish through¬ 
out tho yeor, the application of these Itulos 
seems to bo too hard. 


No. 13. 


Letter No. 271 — 220, dated Shhnot/a, loth 
September 1901, front the Deputy Com- 
miseioiwr, Shiumja District, to the Sr- 
Cretan/ to the Government of Mysore, 
General (i nd Revenue Dejtartments. 

With reference to your Memorandum 
No. 13769-70—Ijcgis. 99, dated 16th April 
1901, enclosing Draft Rules proposod to bo 
issued under Regulation II of 1901, I have 
the honor to state that I have consulted 
some of the persons interested in tho sub¬ 
ject and am of opinion that the Draft Rules 
may be passed as they stand. 

2. Mr. II. F. Strickland has not yet 
sent me his opinion. Mr. Jamos Youug of 
Kudrikonda has, it appears, already sent his 
opinion to t.he Amildar of Honnali, who has 
been directed to forward it to me without 
delay. I will submit the same to Govern¬ 
ment on its receipt. 

3. I beg to Bend herewith the Sagar 
Sub-Division Officer’s opinion. His objec¬ 
tion as regards monkeys is fully answored 
by section 12 of the Regulation so fnr as 
the destruction of crops is concerned. 

4. I think that the maidan taluks and 
adjoining tracts require the protection con¬ 
ferred by the Regulation rati)or urgently, 
and 1 would therefor© propose that tho 
Regulation may be introduced in the first 
instance into tho Sliimoga, Honnali, Chan- 
DSgiri and Shikarpur taluks, the Kumsi 
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sub-taluk and tho Anavatti and Jado Ma- 
ganis of the bomb taluk. 


(Eovloiiore lo the ahoTC.) 

Letter Ko SI, dated Scu/ar, Oth September f 001, from, 
the Sub-IHvifion Ojtircr, .S'a jar, to the Deputy 
Comviiuioner, Slnmeiya Ditlrul. 

Adverting to your No. 2400, dated 
20th April 1901, forwarding a copy of 
Draft Rules fr&mod under the Mysore Game 
And Fish Preservation Regulation II of 
1901 for opinion, I have the honor to sub¬ 
mit that against Rule I of the Regulation, 
prohibiting killing of monkeys, 6ome pro¬ 
vision is, I think needed in order to obviato 
and to guard against serious mischief and 
havoc that would be committed by herds 
of monkeys to crops, persons and property 
in any locality, town or village. I would 
therefore propose a provisional clause to 
Section I of the Rule to tho effect that 
when it is considered necessary for tho 
aforesaid reasons, the public may, in order 
to deport to some stated distant place or 
jungle, entrap such group or groups of 
monkeys, previously obtaining permission 
of the Presidents of tho Municipal or of 
District Local Fund Boards or of the De¬ 
puty Commissioner of the district within 
whoso jurisdiction such locality, village or 
town is situated. 

. The other provisions in the Draft Rules 
call for no special remarks. 


No- 14. 

Letter Ifo- 253, dated Mysore, I8t/t Septem¬ 
ber 1901, from the. Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Ike Mysore District, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Mysore, 
General and Reunite Departments. 


Adverting to your Official Memorandum 
No. 13769-76—Legis. 99 of Ibe 15tb April 
last, calling for opinions on the proposed 
Draft Rales to be ironed under the Mysore 
Game and Fish Preservation Regulation, 
II of 1901 and subsequent two reminders, I 
Lave the honor to state that the opinions of 
tbe marginally* noted officers coovermnt 
with the subjeot were invited. Replies were 
received from tbe first 4 officers and are 
herewith submitted in original. Tbe sub¬ 
mission of u this report was delayed in 
expectation of the remaining reports which 
are yet to'come. 

2. Speaking for myself, I have but few 
remarks to offer. 


1. *Mr. Theobold, 6ub-Auiet*at Conser¬ 

vator. 

2. Mr. MntLSnna, District Forest Oficer. 

3. Mr. Bowriog. 

4. Mr. Ballard. 

5. Mr. Kantharaj Ura. 

6. Mr. Daaappajt Ura. 


Rule 1. I think the role is all right as 
it stands. A list of birds of sung may be 
added so as to make the rule clear. I do 
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not share the fear expressed as regards the 
d»ma<?e canned to ero| a by parrots, as 
Section 12 of the Regulation affords suffi¬ 
cient protection to tbc land owner. 

Jiule 2. Insectivorous birds may be 
brought under the protection of this rule .to 
which a list of such birds may be added. 

Hvlr t). A license fee of Rs. 10 seems 
fair enough in the caBe of a resident. But 
when the applicant happens to be a non¬ 
resident the fee iray well be doubled. 

Rah: 10. The Bhekdar, the village 
pat cl and ahaubhog may be added to the list. 


(Enclosure No. 1 to the n!<Ove). 

Letter No. 303, doted 17Ih May 1901, from 
the Sub-Assistant Conservator of For¬ 
ests, Uutuiur, to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, My sure Distr ict. 

I have the honor to acknowledge re¬ 
ceipt of your d >cket No. 331 — C., dated 20 th 
ultimo, enclosing a draft of the Rules pro¬ 
posed to be issued under the Mysore Game 
and Fish Preservation Regulation, II of 1901, 
tor my opinion and in reply I bog to offer 
the following suggestions. 

2. The framing of game laws to 
regulate the capture or killing oF game 
should be grouped under 3 heads (J) man¬ 
ner ot capture or hunting (2) time or 
season of capture and (3; object of capture. 
U nder the first heal should be included the 
prohibition of driviog into nets game ani¬ 
mals or birds, pursuing deer, Ac., with hounde 
or dogs, Dotting, snaring, lining or em- 
pouiiding quails, pat ridge, Ac., ami killing 
giime ltei'ore sunrise or after $uneet, killing 
wild-fowl with Bwivol guns (4 bore and 
eltove.) Under the 6econd bead comes 
close seasons absolute protection (os in caso 
of insectivorous birds) and protection for a 
certain term of years ; these have to be 
carefully enquired into ns the seasons vary 
in the Province. The third bead is moat 
important and make it unlawful to kill big 
game for the rake ot their hides or kill or 
capture any game for sale or export. 

3. A list of the principal gams ani¬ 
mals and birds should be drawn up and 
come ueder the Regulation. There are 
animals and birds that are not protec'od 
and a list of these too should be" drawn up. 
Probably no branch of criminal law depends, 
so much fur its reforccmont on t-lio interest 
and public spirit of the individual as that 
relating to tlio protection of game animals 
and birds. Experience has shown iu 
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America and other countries, that under 
ordinary circumstances each measures are 
apt to become dead letters unless the 
officials charged with enforcing the laws 
happen to be personally interested in game 
protection. For this reason special officers 
kno.vn as game wardens and deputy wardens 
are usually employed in several States of 
America, sod in case of convictions a part 
of the fine is paid to any person instru¬ 
mental in causing the arrest and conviction 
of offenders. 

In Section (1) of the Buies drawn up, 
the killing of parrots has been included in 
the list of birds absolutely protected. These 
birds are not friends to the cultivators, as 
they do damage to standing crops, especially 
elision or jowaci; a list of the song or in¬ 
sectivorous birds should be given and which 
are the agriculturist's friends. 

In Section (2) I should suggest bus¬ 
tard and floricuna being added. I would 
also add that no one should 'take or need ■ 
Icssly destroy the nest or eggs of tliese birds 
or offer them for sale. 

Section 3. — As far oe my experience 
goes, t lie spawning season is not the same 
for every fish, i. e., January to June. The 
vuilitfeer or billi mcenu spawns in the Ehhani 
■and Can very rivers betweeo 1st November 
and 1st January. I would add after “’shall 
not be caught or destroyed ” “ by nets or 
baskets or destroyed by dynamite or other 
explosives or poisoned ”—very few fob are 
caught by reds as they soon know the 
danger and fight shy. The Dharwar or 
Boordey best era ore the men who Sock in 
hundreds and thousands to this State be¬ 
tween January aud April, and, who simply 
depopulate our principal streams of mat seer 
and oilier fish. 

Section 4. I would allow to remain 
as at preesni ; but the restriction of the mesh 
to H >uch will interfere with the source of 
food supply as there are a few kinds of 
small fish which ere caught largely for food 
which can only be taken in vary small 
cneshee of £ inch or Bo. 

Section 5. For the preBeut in the My¬ 
sore District tbe Kabani river from the 
Vyoaad frontier to Hoolalli anikat should ’ 
be closed to all netting and capture by 
baskets for 2 or 3 years. Similarly tbe 
Lakshrnanatirtha from Coorg frontier to 
Katte Maladradi and the Ceuvery from 
Coorg frontier to Cbunchankatte or even 
Balgolla. I would not stop angling with 
rod and line. Tbe tanks of Bilhkere, Wnd- 
dergudi, Ssotihere, Chnwdikatte, are all in 
the Huueur talnk and mure or less perea- 
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nial and may also be closed to netting or 
baskettjog for ‘2 years. The fishes that 
might be particularly protected ib the inab- 
seer. 

Section C. I would add after M shoot 
at sod kill,” ret, snare, entrap or erapound. 

(«) llo rex aiul tjume Unix (list to bo 
given) between Jut Mureh anti 
1st Octobw. 

(i) All other game animals fas per 
list)/r«m the. 15th Ah vernier 
lu 1st April. 

As most of I lie deer tribe in file Mysore 
forest, Kakankote, Giimilupet, ,tc , are with 
young and very few bucks arc in solid 
horn. In the northern parts of the State 
it might vary. 

Section 7. ] would add " net, entrap, or 
capture by pit-fall" after “ shoot at or kill or 
offer for sale any Does or young immature 
males of bison, sambhnr, spotted deer, ante¬ 
lope, black buck, or any sambhar cr spoiled 
deer having cast their horns or antlers.” I 
would for the present suggest the omission 
of the word “ buck or stags in velvet,” as it 
is often impossible to distinguish at a dis¬ 
tance in Lite forest, if the horns are in velvet 
or not, especially in these days of long range 
nlles whon sportsmen kill their game 150 to 
200 yards away. 

Section 8. I would here suggest nn 
alteration in the amount of license fees. 
There should be a difference made between 
a resident and a non-reBideot, the latler 
being made to ]«y at least double the fees of 
the former or even treble, this ib the Rule in 
several States of America. Thus in North 
Dokata and Micbignm the fee for residente 
ib only 76 cents while that tor non-residents 
iB $25, again a limit Bhould be given to the 
number ol head or game to be killed in each 
year by the license bolder, for present 1 
would suggest. 

Bull bison 2, sambhar stag 4, spotted 
deer or cbital buck G, antelope (black buck) 
6 . 

Section 9- May be left as it is, except 
making a difference id the amount of fees to 
be i aid by residents and non-resident a. 

Section 10. I would add nftor the last 
sentence“ Police Station" “ aDj Forest officer 
oF or above the rank oF ForeBier.” 

Section 11. 1 would add or the skins 
or pelie of any game animals and birds or 
their eggs A section might be ,added pro¬ 
hibiting the sale or export of the skins of 
bright coloured birds as per list for orna¬ 
mental and dress purposes. Further free 
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corlificales or licences should l» given to 
any person or persons who collect. animals, 
birds, their nests and e^gs for rcientiSc 
purposes *nd not for market anil wholes do 
exportation as aids to ornamentation. Such 
licensed iiorsons should be bound to give 
security, personal or otherwise, a sum of 
He. 100 which bond shall be forfeited to Ihe 
State and the certificate become void, upon 
proof that the holder ofauch certificate baa 
kdled any animal or bird or taken the nest 
or eggs of any bird for other than tbe pur¬ 
pose named. 

Section 12 ^13. May remain aa it ia 
for the presen', only guards being substitut¬ 
ed for watchers. 

Id conclusion I beg . to slate that a 
careful list of the animals and birds that are 
considered game should be given also dia¬ 
gram® or plates showing at a glance the 
districts in which the Regulation wdl bo 
in force the close season for each district 
and for each game, Ac. I shall be glad to 
frame them from the booke that I have, 
also from the several American Game Laws 
published last year. 

With reference to the latter part <f 
your docket as far as 1 know tbe Regu¬ 
lation shall apply in tbe first instance to tbe 
following districts: (1) Mysore, (2) Hasaan, 
(3) Shimoga, (4) Kadur. 

There are a few birds such as crows, 
sparrows, weaver birds, &c., that destroy 
grain, also carmosants, darters, pellicans, 
and herons that destroy large quantities of 
fish, none of these should be protected. 

I would further suggest that rolled 
stuffed specimens of game aud protected birds 
and Bkins and heads of game animals should 
be exhibited ia each taluk to the people, so 
that they cannot plead ignorance of (lie 
kind, I can undertake to supply such sets 
and even exhibit tbsra to all important vil¬ 
lages in the Province. 

In ihe Mysore district the following 
taluks should first be brought under the 
Rules : —* 

1. Hunsur. 

2. Hcggadtlevankote. 

3. Guudlupot. 

4. Chainrajnagar. 

5. Mysore. 

C. Malvalli. 
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(Kiiclnaurc No. 2 io llie nliovi:.) % 

Letter Xu. 643, Jab-U Cynij), Seringapatam, 
25/A-26/A .lime 1901 t frmn the District 
Fur til Officer, My we District, to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Mysore District. 

Wilh reference to jour docket No. 334, 
efcted 20th April 1901, I have the honor-to 
Kubmit lierewitb my opinion and criticism on 
the Diaft Rules proposed to be iFgued under 
the Mysore Gome and Fish Preservation 
Regulation II of 1901 and beg to apot-gize 
for tbe delay that hue occurred in I he Bubrnis- 
aion of the same, a fact due to a desire on 
my part, to secure the benefit of »ha greater 
knowledge of the district then I possess of 
rny Range officers, which 1 regret to say I 
have not been able to obtain except, perhaps, 
from Mr. Theobald, who 1 understand has 
addressed y ju se| aralely on the subject. 


Comment* of tht Diitrict Forul Officer, llysoro 
Dirt rid, mi the Draft Pule* under Regulation ll 

O/1901. 

Rule 1.—Parrots may be excluded from 
the list as I know of no animal or bird ex¬ 
cepting perhaps, wild-pigs which do more 
damage to standing crops. They are parti¬ 
cularly destructive to jnvari and wheat 
crops. So far from affording them protec¬ 
tion 1 would even -suggest a reward he ng 
offered for their destruction. Except for 
their bright plumage they are of no econo- 
mical use. „ 

Rule 2.—I would add oome of the in- 
apctivorons birds, Mich aa, paddy-turds 
which are now beiDg killed for their 
feathers. 

Rule 3.—To this Rule I would mehe 
an exception in tbe case of large rivers like 
the Cauvery because by the enforcement of 
this Hole, the food supply of a hoik of the 
population would be interfered with. Be* 
aides the barm done by the catching of fieh 
for local coneoniptioo in such rivers will be 
fnfmitesmal es the facilities they offer for ite 
capture are not great, tiuch fishing is car¬ 
ried on by only professional men who would 
be deprived of tbeir means of livelihood 
by tbe prohibition, which is certain to cause 
much discontent. 

Rule 6 (a).—As many do not know the 
difference between game and other birds it 
would be necessary to. publish a list ol those 
birds, the shooting or killing of which is 
unlawful. 

Tbe operation of this Buie will be felt 
as a great hardship by professional bird- 
catchers, but on priucipale it is just, and will 
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game birds which are bring caught and 
killed 'll n \vh ilveale monitor in and out oT 
reason now. 

fide. 8.—The fee pr«C»t'ed in lliia 
Rule may be reduced to 5 ruj-c -6 in the 
•case of the Resident population and n<>n- 
prufessiood sjiortflinflii- Tbo number of 
native* who could ■ afford to pay sob glia 
fpo an Rs. 10 for the luxury of hunting will 
bo very small and even at the proposed re¬ 
duced rote 1 beliovc. Them will be very few 
applicantR for licenses, but tho concession 
will tend to conciliate the |<eo|>le to a law 
which deprives them of privileges they hove 
cojoyed as of right from time immemorial. 

Io addition to levying e fee f ir hunt¬ 
ing 1 would suggest that the number of 
heads which a sportsman can shoot nt and 
kill be limited. Without this limit the 
object of the legislation will be defeated, fir 
there would be nothing to pi event peoplo 
making bunting a profession and killing 
game Cor purpose ol trade. Til© inducemen's 
for doiug ho will bocoiue greater from the 
fact that large Iwgs will be more easy to 
get os a consequcuc© of the protection 
uflbrded by this law. 1 would fix the lol- 
lowing limit:— 

... 1 IlCllfl. 

OlliKi'■niinnlu. ... 2 bend*. 

As regards tho areas to which the 
Regulation may be made applicable, I 
recommend that it may be introduced into 
the whole of the Mysore district. 


(Knnloanre No. 3 to the above) 

letter No. 133, dated My we, 3rd May 1901, 
fcim the City Mayixtrate of Mysore, 
to the Deputy Commimioncr, Mysore 
District. 

Deputy Commissioner’a No. 331-3, dated 
20th April 1901, forwarding for Favor of 
opinion Droftof Rulesproposed lo be issued 
un ter the Mysore Game and IT.sh Preserva¬ 
tion Regulation II of 1901, etc. 

In ro, ly lias tbs honor to make the fol¬ 
lowing remarks. 

Rule /.—This rule seema rather ridi¬ 
culous bb thpse animals are eeldoin or never 
killed. No one warns to shot turnkeys or 
lbaliman kites though the latter do damage 
to the young of feathered game Parrots 
1 believe, are netted in large numbers and 
sold to Brahmins and other Eccts who ralesso 
them as acts of iharity but are not used as 
articles of food. The song birds of Mysore 
do not I believe, exceed half a dozen t>|ccics 
and arc ulso uevor k'.licd. The 1,anger 
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mr-okry is j’Ci'lwps killed nm) »atcn by 
Kurubmi and oilier low came Hindu# tut 
are difficult to obtain ns they inhabit donee 
finest tracts. The common m nkey is held 
aacre d and is never harmed 

HhIc II. —Pea-fowl may be prcEcrved 
as tlsojr are easily shot and are Incoming 
scarce. Jungle-fowl, however, oro very 
hard to obtain owing lo tlieir wary habile 
and therefore do not *p|*ar to need such 
•I'ecial protection, I beiiove they are fairly 
plentiful. 

Rule III.— The spawning season for 
fish is generally understood to be when 
rivers are in flood which would be from 
June to Octob.tr and not from January to 
June. However, 1 ara Dot sure on tliia 
l*oint. 

Rule IV. — The «Be of djnamite espe¬ 
cially for killing fish is a very great evilnnd 
needs to be severely dealt willi. A B|>ecial 
jienal clausa might be advantageous in this 
respect* 

Rule XI. — A license to sell game or 
Cab of any kind might bo insisted on. 

Rule XIII. — License holders, if not 
given authority to arrest offenders thou Id be 
allowed to give information which would 
lead to their arrest and conviction before a 
magistrate. 

Suggest ed. 

1. Tint the reward for tiger and 
panther skins bo reduced and that («reone 
presenting tbo same lor rewards be required 
to produce a license. 

2. That a substantial reward be of¬ 
fered for the destruction of wild dogs which 
do more harm in the way of destruction of 
game than almost anything else. 

3. The Arms Act needs to be more 
strictly enforced. 

With regard to the Mysore district, 
the BegjlaUonmay bo advantageously in¬ 
troduced in the first instance into the taluks 
of Gundlupet, Heggaddevankote, Mysore, 
Hunsur, Nanjangud and Seringapatam. 


(Enckwaro No. 4 to the »bo»o.) 

Letter .Vo. 758, dated 28th April 1901, 
/ran the Superintendent of Police, 
Mysore District, to the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, Mysore District. 

In reply to his docket No. 334-C, dated 
20th instant, has the hon >r to make the fol¬ 
lowing suggestions:— 

1. Under Rule 1, doveB of all species 
be included as tboso are also fast disappear¬ 
ing- 
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2. Under Rulo V, Bnnnar, Sosale and 
Gargeawnri on tbo banka of the Cnovery, 
and Sargur, Nanjengud, Hulluilli, Hunenr 
and Kaltay Mullalwadi on the banks of Ihe 
Kapila and LakshmaDAthirtha and all tanks 
reserved for drinking purposes, be closed 
against fithiog and Ibat— 

3. Tile destruction of game of all kinds 
except by license, ihroughout the Mysore 
district be prohibited for a period of 5 
yearn. 


No. 15. 

Letter .Vo. 259, dated Mysore, 19/A Septem¬ 
ber 1901 , from the Officiating Deputy 
Commissioner of the Mysore District, 
to the Secretary to the Government of 
Mysore, General and He venue Depart' 
men 1$. 

In continuation of my leller No, 253, 
of yesterday’s date, submitting opinion on 
the proposed Draft Rules to be issued under 
the Mysore Game and Fi;h Regulation, I 
have the honor to suggest that the Rules 
may, with advantage, be introduced to the 
whole of this district. I regret that 
through an oversight this was omitted to 
be stated in the letter quoted above. 

No. 10. 

Letter So. 296, tilted Shittuga, 21st September 1901, 

frarn /he Deputy Cummin toner, Shimoga 
District, to the Secretary to the Ooeernment of 
if yurt. General and Revenue Departments. 

In continuation of this office letter 
No. 271—229, dated 15th instant, I havo 
the honor to forward herewith Mr. James 
Young's letter of the 18th instant, giving 
his opinion and suggestions regarding the 
draft rules for the preservation of fish and 
game. 


(Enclosure to No. IS.) / 

Letter front Mr. James Young, doted Nyamti, 18th 
September 1901, to the Amildar, Honnali Taluk, 
llonnali. 

My opinion regarding these is that the 
rules are very incomplete. In some cases 
being far too stringent, and in others not 
going far enough. 

Fish .—I would only place the follo’w- 
ing restrictions on fishing. 

1st strictly prohibit the poisoning of 
any stream or tank. 

2nd forbid all fishing with explosives 
suck a9 dynamite, gelatine, &c. 

Beyond this, I would not prevent 
fishing, all the year round, in all tanks, 
streams aod rivers. Fishing is the means 
of livelihood to certain classes on whom the 
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rules, as they now stand, would entail a 
great hardship. 

India is mewf prolific of nil fish, and I 
do not think any ease has been made out to 
shew that fish arc rapidly diminishing and 
need protection. 

Big Game. —Though the killing of 
doves and “ immature " (?) stags is prohi¬ 
bited, it would seem that they are only 
protected from being shot. The wording 
of the clause is “ to shoot at and kill." Ap¬ 
parently therefore any ono may capture 
them in nets or run them down with dogs 
or otherwise kill them ? 

This clause needs amending and after 
“ to shoot at" ought to be iusorted “or 
snare, net or otherwise capture or kill doves, 
fawns and young stags or bucks." 

I am a keen sportsman, and have had a 
good deal of experience oE tlio native way's 
of killing game - or rather of destroying 
game. 

Be it borne in mind that the native 
shikari is as n rule a. very inferior shot; 
further ho is extremely slow in taking his 
aim and loosing off bis gun ; and then as a 
rule ho is very badly armed. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the . 
game have been greatly reduced, and 
almost wiped out completely in some cases, 
not from being “shot at," but from tho 
cruel useless, and sinful habit all natives 
have (men, women and childron) of run¬ 
ning down and capturing, or killing any 
small animal they coino across. Bo it a 
young fawn of an antelope, of ft spotted 
deer, of aaatnbliar ora cliinknra of a bison 
Ac,, or the young of hares, ducks, teal, Ac. 

In the case of birds a tremendous 
harvest is mado each yoar of eggs. 

There is no hardship in prohibiting, 
the taking of birds eggs, (such as those of 
duck, teal, pea-fowl, jungle-fowl, Ac.) as 
the native does not ent the eggs, but tries 
to hatch them and of course always fails to 
do 60 . 

It is nothing but wanton mischief 
oatclnng young animals, and such cruelty 
ought to be put down and soverely punish¬ 
ed.- 

Therefore I say strictly prohibit the 
catching or killing of all young animals, 
i e., the fawns of the deer tribe ; young 
hares, Ac., and also forbid the taking of 
birds’ eggs. These two restrictions will do 
more to preserve game, both big and small, 
than anything that can be devised. 

Fees —These are very high and I would 
suggest Rs. 5 per annum for each District 
ana Rs, 10 for the Province. 
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Close season —The small game breed 
from June to October, and so I would alter 
the close season accordingly. 

. Big game —(in spite of what the "Game 
Preservation Association ” say to the con¬ 
trary) ought to have n close season. The 
State forests are not the protection that the 
members of this association fancy. Most 
of the forest-watchers prowl over their 
preserve every morning with gun in hand 
and shoot at any animal they sco. Then 
it is no difficult matter for any one elso to 
also shoot in these State forests by getting 
on the right side (or wrong side perhaps) 
oF the watchers. Further any ona can 
obtain leave to shoot in the State forosts by 
applying to the D. F. 0. 

Certainty therefore have a close season 
for big game as well as small. 

' Fin*, punishments and Ike officers, com - 
potent to arrest any one committing ft breach 
of the Rules. This in my humble opinion, 
is the worst featone of the whole Act. Fancy 
the power put in the hands of “ Sluinbhngs ” 
“ Patois ” and “ Polico Constablos.” Heaven 
protect the poor man who has made an 
enemy of any one of these. Any one 
pausing to consider the authority that is to 
be placed in the hands of such under-paid, 
minor “ officials ” must see what huge 
powers of oppression are lieing lightly 
placed in the hands of certain classes of 
crafty men that arc as well-known to the 
higher officials as they are to me. If this 
authority is not placed iu bettor hinds, I 

S iity the poor ignorant villager; and I 
ancy there will be very keen competition 
in future for the post of “ Shaobhog,’* 
** Patel," and “ Constable." 

I trust yon will draw particular atten¬ 
tion to this matter. The villagers may 
well cry out that you are thoughtful 
enough about the “poor dumb animals" 
but that you arc preserving these at their 
expense. We shall have to start another 
“Preservation Act" to protect the poor 
against the working oF the “ Game Lawe." 

Yours truly, 

You are liberty to send this letter to 
the Deputy Commissioner as I understand 
he wishes to know my views of the New 
“Game Laws." 


No. 17- 

Letter Xu. 183, dated Hasson, 29 th Septem¬ 
ber 1901, from the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, Hassan District , to the Secretary 
to the Government of Mysore, General 
and Revenue Departments. 

Referring to Official Memorandum 
No. 137G9-76—Legis. 99, dated lStli April 



GO 

last, asking to submit the opinion of Iho 
Deputy Commissioner and that of nr.y other 
persons conversant with and interested in 
rcgai-d to the Rules proposed to bo issued 
under the Mysore Game ami Fish Preserv¬ 
ation Regulation, I have tho honor to 
onclosc herewith the opinions of tho Mysore 
Gamo and Fish Preservation Association, 
Saklcspor, together with the remarks of 
Mr. P. R. W. Wethcmll, Sub-Division Offi¬ 
cer, aud of mine- 

2. I would also suggest that in this 
district, the Regulation may advantageous¬ 
ly bo introduced in the first instance into 
the taluks of M an jarabod and Belnr, tho 
Palya and Ponnathpur hobtics of the Alur 
sub-taluk, the hoblios of Midlipatna and 
Konanur in tho Arkalgud taluk, and tbo 
taluk of Araikere. 


Alterations suggested to the Draft Rules proposed to bo issued under 
Regulation II of 1901. 


Pmpoacd iiltcration 4 by 
11m> Mysore On mo «ml 
Fisli Preservation 

Association, Stklcupur. 

! Ronmrks of Mr.P. R. W. Wctlie- 
>7)11, Sul^Division Officer. 

Deputy Commissioners 
Remarks. 

Rule 2 

1 concur .. 

I also concur. 

link 3 ■ ■ * 

No remarks ... .. 1 

I have no remarks to offer. 

Rule 4 ■ " 

Do 

Do 

link 6 ' ' 

I think the proposed altera¬ 
tion is necessary as the 
expression ‘to shoot at and 
kill' would 'not providei 
against tho mere shooting 
at or wounding even when 1 
the inlcution to kill 
existed. ; 

, I concur. 

1 

| 

(«)• 

[t would be of little use to 
prescribo a close season 
for migratory birds in tho 
Mysore State (or local 
area) if they may be shotl 
elsewhere or in places to j 
which they migrate. 

I concur. 

(<•)• 

Rule 7 affords sufficient pro* j 
tection without this clause, | 

1 

I do not see how Rule 7 
, Bffords sufficient protec - 
| tion without this clause. 

1 Rule 7 relates to the abso¬ 
lute prohibition against 
the killing of immature 
males and females mature 
and immature while Rule6, 
Clause (i), refers to other 
games. Hence retention 
of Clause (&) is in my opi¬ 
nion necessary. 


•For lhc*c, sco p. 12 10 14 




Proposed alteration *by J 

tlio Mysore Game and IHeninrks of Mr. P. It. W. Wcthe- Deputy Commissioner'a 

Fish Preservation I rail. Sub-Division Officer. fivLiurku. 

Association, Saklespur. 

__ | __ 

liule 8 * • rite addition of the word! I concur. 

capture is necessary and 
for the reasons stated 

against Uulc G. Regard 
ing 'shoot at and kill” it is 
necessary that the clnuse 
should be worded as now- 
suggested namely shoot 
at, kill or capture. 

The Anns Regulation autlio- For the reasons given by the 
rises the Sub-Division Ilia- Sub-Division Officer, I 
gistmte as well as the Dis- think tbo Sub-Division 
trict Magistrate to grant Magistrate may also be 
licenses. It is not appa- authorized to grant license, 
rent why the same should 
not be provided iu this 
rule. 

Utile 10 ■ “ This additiou is necessary to f concur with the suggea- 

provide more extensive tiuo made by the Associa- 

check against persons t-ion and differ from that 

shooting without a license. of the Sub-Division Officer 
Magistrates and Police that tho right to demand 
Station Officers cannot production of license 
bo everywhere. 1 would 1 should be extended to all 

suggest that the light to! Government authorities. I 

demand production of| think it will be 6imply 

license be extended to all; vexatious if all Govcrumonfi 

Government authorities! authorities should be given 

even constables, forostj this right, 

watchers, village officials,j 
Ac., aud also to every 
license-holder, who might J, 

: produce his own license, as 
' an authority to demand 
production of license by 
any suspected offender, 
i Otherwise the system of 
licenses would not be effi¬ 
cient or provide wide 
enough check. Presum¬ 
ably this Authority is infe¬ 
rior to that of arrest (vfrfc 
Rule 13). 

Tt,de • •; A man who can pay Rs. 10 I agree with the views of 

) per annum for his license Mr. P. R. W. Wetherall. 
would generally be an in- No addition appears to be 
dividual of some respect- necessary, 
ability (if not a profession¬ 
al shikari of which class 
there are not many), but 
whether the power to ar¬ 
rest should be extended j 
to him is ft matter for full 
consideration, as such 

_ mig ht lead to affrays._ \ _ 

* For these, see [>. 12 to Ik 







in the subject before the jiwanur 'f dm 
Regulation and tliat no opinion -,s f..r 

at litis stage, hut •« it is the -I -:n- tho 
Association that their proce : n.-. -IiohM 
ho sent up to Government h : th.- llr>- 

gulatioo comes to force, 1 Imvc o.-tnpiu'd 
with their rvquast. Generally speaking it 
teems to me thnt tho suggestions of tlie 
Association are deserving of favorablo 
consideration. 


A copy of the Resolution* of tlie 
... _ ,, Association propos- 

r " ~ - "• .ng llio inlrodiTcliou. 

of • nevr rule under the Mysore Anne 
Regulation is also enclosed. 


Mo. 19. 

/>H*r So Slt—TTi. <4*!M Skirnty*. lot o 1001. 

from Ik* Urp'ittf C*MwiW«4«, 'tkim'Jf* Didriit, 
itt III Sriry*rr I* It" (J(.i'.tiihmI rj Jfy***, 
Oto*r*l ant M*r*mU ■ t,U. 

In continuation of my letter No. 271, 
dated the 15th ultimo, I have the ltonor to 
forward herewith rv memo containing tbe 
opinion of Mr. H. A. Bapii Kno, District 
Forest Officer, Shimon a Di^tict, on the 

f iroposod Dmft Rules framed undifr Regu¬ 
lation II of 1001. 

(lincltm Lb a ilav«.) 

Moino by Mr S. A. Bnpu Rao, District 
Forest Officer, Shimogn. 

Kires f ffiu/ 2.—The elephant is con¬ 
sidered to hr u big gains outside this pro. 
vincc while lie « ils killing Is prohiliitcd 
under the standing orders. When a game 
law is enacted, it is competent to oxprrssly 
prohibit under it tl o killing of elephants 
except with tho special permission of 
Government. This interdiction maybe in- 
trod need eithor in pant 1 or in para 2. 

Pam 10.— (tf) License under this rule 
may be made producible whon called foe 
also by Forest Officer of mid above the rank 
of a Foreetcr, or (in Excise Officer of and 
obovu th* rank of an Inspector or a Res* 
enue Officer, of and ab>vc tl* rank of a 
Hbukdar; because a Magistrate or a Police 
Officer of and shove tho rank of e Station 
House Officer, scarcoiy frequents the forests 
or oilier secluded places 'where game is 
available while it may be supposed that a 
Forester or an Excise Officer or a Shekdar 
naj greater opportunities of colling for end 
examining game licenses; and in order to 
arrest as authorised in pars 19, ike Forester 
and ether officers must also be authorised 
to call for tbe production of licenses. 

(6) Tbe obligation of producing the 
license when called upon by tlie officers 
may bo entered on the naek of tbe license. 


(c) The licenses may bo made return¬ 
able within the prescribed time under 
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